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The “Flying Car” Dream Lives On. 
In truth, this one’s not strictly a “car”, but it is a flying machine capable of replacing a car in most 
circumstances. 
American company, Workhorse Group, which has been building carbon fibre & battery powered 
golf buggies and similar vehicles for many years, has produced it’s entry into the “flying car” dream
-world. Called the “SureFly”, this is a petrol/electric hybrid. It has four “arms”, each carrying two 
electrically powered, counter-rotating rotors. It is designed for short flights of 115 kilometres or so, 
using a petrol generator to provide the power to the eight motors. 
Two lithium battery packs, each with a capacity of 7.5 kwh, are available for emergency landing 
power (5 minutes) in the event that the petrol generator fails. It also carries a ballistic parachute. 
The carbon fibre fuselage is designed to carry a pilot & passenger or pilot & cargo. Basic weight is 
500 kg, maximum take-off weight 680 kg. Cruise speed is 60 kts and ceiling height 4000 feet. The 
four “arms” can be folded down, providing a small footprint to store inside a standard garage. 

Meanwhile Terrafugia Adds 125 New Jobs. 
The Massachusetts-based “flying car” company has  
created 75 new jobs in the last year and plans to add 50 
more by December. The company was recently acquired 
by Zhejiang Gly, a Chinese conglomerate, which provid-
ed the resources for the company to expand its opera-
tions and hire new workers. “The recent jump in staff 
shows our commitment to breaking ground in the emerg-
ing flying-car market,” said Chris Jaran, CEO of  
Terragfugia. “One year ago, we had less than 20  
employees.” The company has added staff at its head-
quarters with positions in engineering, accounting, human resources, marketing and operations. 
Also, a new R&D division has been launched where all new engineering designs and concepts will 
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be created. 
Terrafugia was founded in 2006 by five MIT graduates. Their first product, the ‘Transition’ first 
flew in 2013 and is scheduled to enter the market in 2019. Terrafugia’s nex-generation concept is 
the TF-2, a VTOL aircraft that will carry both cargo and passenger loads. Its third product under 
development is the TF-X, a design that would provide door-to-door VTOL operations, a “flying car 
for the masses”. 
 

Our “Top Hook” Competition at HMAS Aldinga. 
The club’s comp on Sunday 6th May was our annual 
test of our pilot’s ability to land their aircraft on an  
aircraft carrier. This year it chose Australia’s latest  
addition to its carrier fleet, “HMAS Aldinga”. The pilot 
briefing by captain Owen featured this diagram. The 
flight was to commence at a 600 foot circuit height,  
descend to 350 feet when 600 metres from the stern, 
fly over the catch wires (the piano keys) at 70 knots, 
one metre off the “deck”, then go-round. 
No fewer than six of our club’s bold pilots tested 
themselves in this gruelling task, Terry Cahalan (Jabi) being adjudged winner with Phil John 
(Sportstar) second and Tony Human (C182) third. 
 

10 Years Ago. 
In April, 2008, the club’s annual Charity Day supported the Leukaemia Foundation, completing 
19 flights scenic flights carrying 44 passengers. The May issue of Go-Round reported that the 
club had received a message from one Steve Marshall (Wonder if that was the Steve Marshall 
who now leads our State ?  . . Ed.). The message read as follows  - 
 

We have many verbal “thank yous” after the Family Day at the Aero Club, but I thought I’d 
send you a copy of a card we received this week. And we have also had an email from a 
patient too which said  -  “Thank you to all at the Leukaemia Foundation for the wonderful 
day at Aldinga. My grandkids have not stopped telling anyone who will listen about the flight 
and the lots of sharks and hundreds of dolphins they saw. It will always be a great memory 
for them. Thank you very much. 
 

And (past member) Bob Pratt reported 
that, on the day, he met up with a mate 
of his, Doug Sprigg, owner of the  
Arkaroola Resort who, on enquiring 
“what the hell are all these people doing 
at Aldinga”, generously handed over a 
$50 donation. 
At that Charity day, Sean Leyden (past 
member, now honorary member) and 
Life Member, Terry Hassam were public-
ly “shorn” in aid of the Foundation. 
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SynFlyt Set to Make Its Mark on Flight Training. 
New technology has brought airline-level motion flight simulators into 
the flight training industry in numbers over the past 10 years, but for 
many schools, the double hurdles of cost and space have been too 
high to overcome. Recognising that, Sydney company SynFlyt looks 
set to clear the way for flying schools to have access to a quality syn-
thetic training device by producing the world’s first motion simulator 
that can be set up outside. The ‘Innovation 21’ is a water-tight, fully 
enclosed system that can be located on the airside of a flying school 
outside established buildings or hangars, meaning valuable indoor 
space doesn’t need to be sacrificed to fit in a simulator. All it needs is 
power and a connection to the internet. 
Director, Ross Maclennan, set up SynFlyt in 2011, and most of the technology in the Innovation 
21 has been developed in-house, rather than use existing systems and software. The company’s 
aim is to make it accessible and affordable for slight schools. Many schools have no room to put 
one in or the system takes up too much valuable hangar space. “We say ‘we can fix that, no 
problem’, it’s not a drama” 
Using four projectors, the Innovation 21 provides 210 degrees of wrap-around scenery that con-
sists of satellite imagery of genuine terrain rather than computer-generated renditions. It is a 
three degrees of motion (3DOF) system, with roll, pitch and yaw movement coming via three 
electric servo motors. 
With the cockpit encased inside a moving sphere, the Innovation 21 actually has more room in-
side than many of the general aviation cockpits it is designed to represent. Rather than a sepa-
rate desk, screen, keyboard and chair for the instructor station, it has an app running on an  
everyday iPad, meaning the instructor can be sitting beside the student, outside the simulator, or 
even in the flying school building. 
But, perhaps what’s most unique about SynFlyt’s offering is the business model. Rather than 
leasing or selling the unit to the school, the Innovation 21 will operate on what SynFlyt calls the 
“pinball machine” model, where the school installs, runs and cares for the machine on SynFlyt’s 
behalf, retaining a percentage of the revenue from operating hours. That means the school is not 
faced with significant capital investment costs, yet still gets access to a quality motion simulator.  
SynFlyt believes the system has the integrity and fidelity to satisfy CASA requirements for a  
Category B synthetic training device. 
 

All Hail the Piper Archer. 
A second order of 100 Piper Archers by American 
company ATP Flight School makes it the largest 
Piper fleet operator in the world. The school’s  
initial Archer order was placed in April of 2013 and 
included 15 Archer TX single-engine piston-

powered aircraft with the option for 85 additional 
Archers. ATP has exercised this option and has 
taken delivery of Piper Archers each year since, 
and will reach 100 aircraft delivered in October 
this year.  
Now, with this second order, ATP’s fleet will increase to more than 400 total aircraft  -  continuing 
to raise the school’s capacity in an effort to solve the U.S. pilot shortage.  
“As the leading provider of commercial pilots, this second 100 plane order will be invaluable in 
backing our commitment of providing airlines with a reliable pipeline of professionally trained  
pilots”, said ATP President, Justin Dennis. 
 

(Just maybe a few excess American pilots to fly our Aussie aircraft ?  . . . Ed.) 
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Pigs Can’t Fly ! But What About Whales ? 

A number of companies have tried a range of variations on the 
traditional airship in recent years, attempting to combine the sim-
plicity of buoyant flight with new technology to create marketable 
aircraft  -  so far with limited success. Now a new French compa-
ny, “Flying Whales”, with support from Chinese aviation conglom-
erate AVIC, is working on a design that will be able to carry up to 
60 tons of cargo. The 150 metre-long airship will load and unload 
without landing, using slings, a feature that will make it possible to 
harvest wood from deep forests without roads. The aircraft will be 
powered by hybrid distributed electric propulsion and may be capable of remotely piloted flight. 
The first flight is expected in 2021. 
The company has a solid base, claiming that the timber market alone justifies their investment 
and that there are low-risk prospects beyond. Flying Whales already has raised more than 
$300 million. 
 

Then There’s “Wing-In-Ground-Effect” Flight. 
If speed, load-hauling and range represent the trifecta of motorized flight, many would argue 
you’ll find that ‘sweet spot’ in wing-in-ground-effect technology, which has been kicking around 
for almost half a century. The Soviets tried it with their eight-engine Black Sea behemoths. Var-
iations on these have been spotted in coastal and riverine settings from China to Australia. 
London-based company, Exclin Ltd has announced a 
fuel-efficient concept called Vertex Recreational  
Vehicle, claiming it will offer pilots an exhilarating low-

altitude flight over sea. A patented technology will give 
the vehicle the ability to take off vertically from a 
ground surface while still offering the flexibility of con-
ventional take-off and landing on ground or water. 
The Vertex vehicle will be able to fly at high speeds 
within metres of the water’s surface,  
altitudes are typically only half the total wingspan. It will be easy to fly, requiring only limited 
training, giving it a low barrier to entry. To meet the specific needs of recreational pilots, it will 
be possible to separate the main wing from the body, allowing it to be towed behind a car. 
Classified as a “WIG type B” maritime vehicle, the company claims it will be competitive to fly, 
operate & own. 
 

Diary Dates. 
Sunday 3rd June  -  this month’s comp will be “Limited Panel Circuits”, to be flown at Aldinga. 
Pilot briefing at 100 hours, BYO lunch from 1200 hours. 
Saturday 16th June  -  Movie night at Ingle Theatre, 67 Auricchio Avenue, Pasadena. Arrive 
6.30 for 7.00 pm to see the feature movie “The Fast Lady” plus newsreel & shorts. Contact 
Evan John for further information. 
Sunday 1st July  -  there’ll be a “Forced Landing Comp” to test the skills of our pilots. Briefing 
at 1000 hours followed by the BYO BBQ from 1200 hours. 
 

Heard On the Radio. 
ATC (on receiving an in-bound call from a student pilot)  -  “Rwy 01 or 19 available. Your 
choice? 

Student pilot  -  “ Which one’s the longest” 
 

 

 


