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One Helluva Day.   -  by Terry Cahalan      

On Wednesday 16th May, a flight proved how beneficial Angel Flight is to rural communities. At 
0845, VH-FAF, piloted by Owen Crees, departed Aldinga for Adelaide Airport to convey a passen-
ger who was returning to Olympic Dam after chemotherapy. To my knowledge, I think this would 
be the first Angel Flight to Olympic Dam. The flight was conducted in near perfect conditions and, 
some 150 minutes later, our passenger disembarked, saving about a six hour drive. 
The next object of the mission was to fly a 40 minute leg to Maree to pick up a patient for transport 
to Adelaide. At Maree, we were met by two flying doctor nurses and they were kind enough to give 
me a guided tour of Maree. My forebears were Kidman drovers and resided at Hergott Springs 
(now Maree). The return trip saved the patient a two day trip and an accommodation stop at Port 
Augusta. 
We arrived at Adelaide Airport at 1630 and our passengers were met by Earth Angel and Aldinga 
Aero Club member, John Chambers who conveyed them to the Cancer Council Lodge. I think  that 
the Aldinga Aero Club should be justifiably proud of our involvement with Angel Flight. 
 

Know Your Fellow Member  -  Club President, David Ellis. 
The following is my (aviation) trip down memory lane. 

About 1956, when I was 6 years old and we lived in Proserpine, I 
went with my family to the airfield to see an infrequent event  -  
the arrival of a DC3. I remember going on board and taking a 
seat. A hostess somehow figured out I should not have been 
there and took me off the plane. 
Soon thereafter, my father was transferred to Georgetown, his in-
augural appointment as branch manager for the Bank of NSW. 
My oldest sister was a boarder at a school in Brisbane, there be-
ing no high school in Georgetown. Seeing her fly in and out in an 
Auster of Bush Pilot Airways made me jealous. I had never flown in an aircraft, but she must have 
flown lots of times. One day, at school, a kid broke his arm on a swing and was flown to Cairns 
hospital. No sympathy from me  -   but more jealousy. 
Georgetown is sandwiched between the normally dry Etheridge River and Sandy Creek. The air-
field was cut off from town when there was flash flooding, so aircraft would then land on the main 
street  -  no electricity wires to worry about! The one and only pub must have been full on one 
such occasion, so the BPA pilot stayed at our house. In gratitude, or to shut me up, he took me for 
a quick trip in his Cessna to do a radio check with Cairns. I can still smell that Cessna as it was a 
brand new replacement for the Auster. I was now hooked by aircraft. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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In 1960, my father was transferred to Wowan. There was no airfield and no aircraft to see, but my 
liking for aircraft was fed by “Air Hawk and the Flying Doctors”, a comic strip with fantastic draw-
ings of DC3’s, Auster’s, Cessna’s, Drover’s and a homebuilt, open cockpit ‘Sapphire’ lookalike. 
My father died in 1961 and my mother relocated us to Brisbane. In 1963 I was taken to see the 
headmaster at the high school I was to attend the next year. He asked me what I wanted to be, 
and I said “pilot”. “So you shall”, said he. That solved, no study was needed! 
  

I joined the Air Cadets, meeting in barracks under the Storey Bridge. The reservist CO and his  
assistant both wore pilot’s wings. The latter flew Hurricanes in WWII, so he had much to tell, but 
all I could get out of him was how he detested flying in the rain and/or doing low-level strafing  -  
poor viz and ground fire weren’t his favourites. He never alluded to the love of flying, if there is 
such a thing. Every year we cadets went on a bush camp or stayed at Amberley RAAF base. We 
got to crawl in and over a Sabre and Canberra. I even got to take the nosewheel off a Sabre. One 
day several of us espied some Lincolns in a far-off corner of the base, so we walked off to inspect 
them. We climbed in them somehow and I was sitting in the pilot’s seat when a vehicle  
approached. The driver angrily told us to get out and to never do that again. Turned out they 
were ‘hot’, due to radioactive contamination after being used to sample the air following atomic 
bomb testing in SA or WA. During my four years with the Air Cadets, I experienced only one flight  
-  in a DC3. 
At 18 I applied to enlist in the RAAF to be a pilot. The medical temporarily stopped the process 
as I was told my nose septum was crooked and that I was red-green colour blind. That damn 
book full of coloured dots did me in, but they then arranged for me to do a Farnsworth Lantern 
Test which I passed. The nose had to be operated on. Under local anaesthetic, the surgeon (?) 
used a hammer and chisel to scrape away bone on one side of my nasal passage. A few days 
later, a nurse came to remove something from my nostril  -  a continuous three-foot length of 
gauze! 
I eventually ended up in front of a selection panel and was asked : did I make model aircraft?  -  
(I didn’t) ; how does an aircraft fly? (I said I knew the lift formula but, when asked to state it, got it 
a bit wrong) ; why did I want to be a pilot? etc. I think it ended with a “don’t call us, we’ll call you” 
scenario. 
Being in limbo, I had to do something! I ended up with a job as a driller’s offsider. I was flown 
from Brisbane to Weipa, along with a drilling rig, in what I think was a Blackburn Beverley. There I 
spent several months assisting the driller in taking core samples of the ground where it was  
proposed to build dams & bridges. Lo and behold, the RAAF contacted my mother to say I was 
“in”, and to be in Brisbane in time to catch a train to Melbourne. My employer graciously  
organised my getting home at his expense. 
  

(Stay tuned  -  David’s story will continue next month) 

 

Our June Meeting. 
Our flight comp on Sunday 3rd June was “Flight With a Limited Panel”. With club captain, Owen, 
in the right hand seat as judge and safety pilot, five aircraft flew a single circuit with all instru-
ments covered except the air speed, the vertical speed and magnetic compass. The circuit was 
judged on the accuracy of the circuit altitude (1000 feet AGL), the altitude at the turn onto final 
(500 feet AGL) and the “square-ness” of the circuit. President David was adjudged 1st, causing 
Terry to quip “we should rename David’s Jabi Aldinga One”! Second place went to Phil John and 
third to Tony Human. Well done guys! 
There followed the usual BYO BBQ with a good roll-up of members to enjoy the beautiful early 
winter afternoon, and a bi-monthly committee meeting. 
 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Book Review. 
Author Jim Eames has been involved in aviation since 1960. He has been a  
ministerial press secretary and aviation adviser to governments and a senior  
executive with Qantas. The latest of his eight books is “Courage in the Skies”, the 
untold story of Qantas and its extraordinary role in WWII. 
Between 1942 & 1943, Qantas lost eight aircraft during its involvement in  
Australia’s war against Japan. Over sixty passengers & crew died as a result. Yet 
Qantas’ expletory contribution to Australia’s war effort and the courage of its  
people has been largely forgotten. One of the most effective aircraft used by 
Qantas was the Catalina flying boat. (These aircraft flew what became known as the “double  
sunrise flights” between Perth & Ceylon, the longest recorded such flight lasted 31 hours & 15 
minutes!) One story in the book describes a night mission to bomb shipping in Japanese-held  
Rabaul’s harbour. The aircraft was attacked by a night fighter and suffered crippling damage to 
its tail, both wings and one engine. Attempting to return to Port Moresby over the Owen Stanley 
Ranges, the pilot soon realised that this was impossible with one engine out, and he coaxed the 
aircraft for five hours through the night around the coast, landing on the water off Sala Maua, and 
repaired the damaged engine to a partial-power operating condition. Still unable to provide suffi-
cient power to cross the Ranges, he flew coastal, finally landing at Port Moresby 25 hours after 
setting out on his mission, 14 of them on one engine. Maintenance crews counted more than 100 
bullet holes in the aircraft. 
This is a highly recommended read, readily available through the local library system, as is an 
earlier book by the same author, “The Flying Kangaroo—Untold Stories of Qantas”. 
 

10 Years Ago. 
In June 2008, Go-Round reported the arrival of a brand new member, Phil John  -  you’ve come a 
long way since then, Phil  -  got your RaAus certificate and been rewarded by being elected as 
Club Treasurer! Well done! 
Also in that month we received $60,000 from Electranet to finance Angel Flight missions by our 
club pilots, double their donation of the previous year.  
The then Club Captain, Rob Wartenhorst conceived “Operation Sans Charte”, a flight comp in 
which pilots were tasked to depart YADG tracking 204° magnetic for 22.9 NM, then 078° M for 
17.7 NM and, finally 335° M for 19 NM, photographing and describing “something of significance 
at each turn and final point. Interesting task  -  might like to try it sometime. 
And finally, it reported that Amanda Rishworth MP, Federal Member for Kingston, had sung the 
praises of AAC in parliament after paying us a visit on the occasion of our Charity Day for the 
Leukaemia Foundation. 
 

Beware of Thunderstorms! 
American Airlines Flight 1897 was forced to make an emer-
gency landing after flying through a severe thunderstorm. The 
aircraft sustained significant damage to the windshield and  
radome. The A319 diverted for the emergency landing at El 
Paso International airport, landed safely and with no injury to 
its load of 130 passengers and five crew. 
 

AirVenture (Oshkosh) 2018. 
This year the American Bonanza Society will be celebrating its 
27th Group Formation Fly-In to Oshkosh for the 60th AirVenture with 135 Bonanzas & Barons 
registered to take part, plus a rather rare twin-engine Bonanza nicknamed, in true American style, 
the ”T-Bone”. 
From all over the USA, they will gather at Rockford Illinios on Friday 20th July and depart in a 
three-a-breast formation to Oshkosh the next day. Should be quite a sight to behold!  
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No Help for EU Pilot Shortage. 
As in the U.S., a looming pilot shortage in Europe is on 
the horizon, but little is being done to fix it, according to a 
research paper published by AeroProfessional an interna-
tional aviation recruiting and placement firm. Europe will 
need to recruit and train about 95,000 pilots during the 
next 16 years to keep up with demand, according to 
Boeing’s outlook. But AeroProfessional says pilots prefer 
to work outside of Europe and demand  from Asia, Africa 
and the Middle East is siphoning off pilots. 
 

2018 Red Bull Air Racing. 
After three races in this year’s series, Australia’s Matt Hall 
is placed at the top of the ladder of 14 competitors in the 
“Master Class”. He was placed 5th in Abu Dhabi (Emirates) 
in February, 1st in Cannes (France) in April and 1st in  
Chiba (Japan) in May. His points score of 36 is tied with US 
pilot, Michael Goulian, but Matt heads the leader board be-
cause of two “1st’s” against Michael’s one. The next race 
will be held in Budapest (Hungary), 23-24 June. 
Matt is a third-generation pilot and his country’s foremost 
aviator. He flew solo in a glider at age 15, got his pilot’s li-
cence at 18 and has flown more than 5,500 hours in various aircraft. A decorated former Wing 
Commander in the RAAF, he was named Fighter Pilot of the Year and became a Fighter  
Combat (Top Gun) Instructor. Australia’s only Red Bull Air Race pilot, he also competed at the 
international level in aerobatics, winning the Australian Advanced Aerobatic Championship, 
then finishing first in Freestyle and second overall in the Unlimited category. The Honourable 
Company of Air Pilots honoured him with the 2015 Australian B-Centennial Award for his out-
standing contribution to  
aviation. 
 

And to Wind Up 
This  
Issue  -  Cartoons! 
And Diary Dates. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 16th June  -  Movie night at Ingle Theatre, 67 Auricchio Avenue, Pasadena. Arrive 
6.30 for 7.00. $15 admission to see “The Fast Lady” plus newsreel & shorts. Tea/coffee,  
biscuits at interval. 
Sunday 1st July  -  “Forced Landing Comp” with pilot briefing at 1000 hours. BYO BBQ from 
1200 hours. 
Sunday 5th August  -  “Flying Footy Comp”. Pilot briefing at 1000 hours, nourishing BYO BBQ 
from 1200 hours and Committee Meeting from 1300 hours. 
Sunday 12th August  -  Annual General Meeting. We’ll start with a sumptuous lunch, free to 
members & guests, at 1200 hours with the AGM commencing at 1300 hours. How about some 
“new blood” on the committee  -  the “old blood” is wearing a bit thin and we need some fresh 
stuff. How about YOURS? 


