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Clay Lucy & The Human Fly. 
This photo has been around for years. Given that we 
live in a world where Photoshop is a verb, it’s perfectly 
logical to question if it’s real. Well, it is! It shows Clay 
Lucy’s fanciful flight of The Human Fly on the roof of a 
DC-8  in 1976.  
This stunt was the result of just the right alignment of 
having an aircraft available, an air-show to promote, 
an ever-willing stuntman and a sponsor to pay for it 
all. 
The Human Fly’s benefactor was a pair of brothers in 
Montreal who owned a prosperous Pepperoni factory 
but were a tad bored with the sausage business. So 
they raised $20,000 and formed a promotional  
company of which The Human Fly was only the opening act. The “Fly” was Rick Rojatt. The DC-8 
was part of a plan to remarket a handful of retired JAL aircraft. Clay Lucy knew “people” in  
Washington who knew “people” in the FAA who were able to grease the approval wheels and, in a 
few weeks, he had the world’s only DC-8 with an external seat  -  well actually, an external perch! 
Would today’s aviation authorities go for anything like this? All the FAA required to approve the 
plan was to require a “maintenance programme for the attachment”. 
 

Southern Cross Memorial. 
A few weeks ago (9th June) a specially painted Alliance  
Airlines’ Fokker 100, VH-FGB, brought 30 passengers to  
Brisbane Airport, Their touchdown was exactly 90 years to the 
minute when Fokker F.VIIb/3m, called Southern Cross, and its 
four crew, completed the first trans-Pacific flight from the USA 
to Australia.  
As the historic records show, Charles Kingsford Smith, the  
pilot-in-commend of the Southern Cross, along with his co-

pilot Charles Ulm, navigator Captain Harry Lyon and radio  
operator James Warner, took off from Oakland at 8.35 am on 31st May, 1928, bound for their first 
stop in Hawaii. The tri-motor Southern Cross landed at Honolulu at 9.49 am on 2nd June and  
departed the following day at 5.20 am on its second leg bound for Suva. Airborne for a staggering 
34.5 hours, covering 5,000 km, she landed in Suva. 
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David Ellis President 8386 1133 

Evan John Vice President 8326 0609 

Steve McGuiness Secretary 0412 773 081 

Philip John Treasurer 8381 4158 

Owen Crees Club Captain 0414 538 542 

John Chambers Newsletter Editor 8391 4720 



Page 2 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

After three days, she left Fiji on her last leg to  
Brisbane, 2,400 km away, landing there at 10.50 am 
on the 9th June, 1928 to be welcomed by over 
15,000 people. 
Alliance Airlines, now the largest operator of Fokker 
aircraft in the world, is based at Brisbane Airport, not 
far from where the original Southern Cross is on  
display in a special memorial. 
 

Four New Weather Stations at Langhorne Creek.  
(This article proudly stolen from SDFC Newsletter) 
 

Four weather stations have been added to the Langhorne Creek area 
along with other upgrades and a new website for the Natural Resources 
SA Murray-Darling Basin automated weather station network. This net-
work now totals 44 weather stations! As part of the upgrade, they now 
provide 15 minute weather updates (previously hourly) including wind 
speed, wind direction and rainfall, among other information and historical  
records. 
The “Langhorne Creek West” station is located right beside Strathalbyn 
Airfield, quite useful for those flying in and around Strath! There are  
certainly other weather stations worth exploring, including Currency Creek 
near Goolwa Airfield, and Mypolonga, near Murray Bridge Airfield. 
With the Langhorne Creek weather stations up and running, our focus for 
the weather station to-be-implemented at Strathalbyn Airfield is turning 
solely to webcams. This will allow visual assessment of the clouds and 
weather, with Langhorne Creek stations providing the weather data. 
How does one access these weather stations? Click on the weather  
station icon on the Natural  Resources Murray-Darling website www.awsnetwork.com.au. They 
are certainly worth a look. 
 

Red Bull Air Racing Update. 
A 3rd place result in the race at Budapest moved Ozzie, Matt Hall, into 1st place on the Master-
class ladder. Next race will be at Kazan (Russia) 25-26 August. 
 

August’s Club Meeting. 
Regrettably, August’s meeting was a wash-out. Well, actually the meeting wasn’t a wash-out but 
the wet, windy conditions were declared unsuitable for the planned intriguingly-named “Flying 
Footy” comp. Hopefully members attending enjoyed the afternoon socially and, equally hopefully, 
the Flying Footy comp can be re-scheduled for a later date. 
 

10 Years Ago. 
The July 2008 issue of Go-Round noted that the Horsham (Vic) Aero Club was using a Jabi as 
tow plane for their glider pilots. It also reported on the Pivot Turn comp, defined as “a turn at a 
particular height above ground or water, at which, from the pilot’s sight line, the extended lateral 
axis of an aircraft doing a 360 degree level turn (in nil wind) would appear to be fixed to one 
ground point, and the aircraft’s wing-tip thus pivoting on that point”.  
Six members participated  -  1st (past member) John Ashcroft, 2nd (past member) Rob  
Wartenhorst, 3rd (current member  Terry Cahalan. 
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Our AGM  -  the Uneventful Event! 
Perhaps the cold weather caused the lower-than-

normal turnout of members for our AGM on Sunday 
12th August and, perhaps those that did attend just 
wanted to enjoy the free lunch and get back to their 
warm home as quickly as possible. Whatever the  
reason, the meeting itself was quickly dealt with. All 
committee members were re-elected unopposed and all 
executive positions were filled by the previous  
occupants. I guess that, as editor of Go-Round I should 
be relieved as I don’t have to amend the contact listing 
on the front page! 
Thanks to David Pearce for this photo of the shivering group. 
 

A New Challenge for Peter Bakker. 
The Sonex aircraft that Peter built from a kit is a magnificent 
achievement   - a beautiful machine to behold. Owning and flying 
the Sonex he built must be very rewarding, but what about  
owning the Sonex company Peter? 

John Monnett, founder of Sonex Aircraft in 1998, has announced 
his retirement and invited offers from companies or individuals  
interested in buying it. He has enjoyed 50 years in the kit aircraft 
industry, has been inducted into the EAA Homebuilders Hall of 
Fame and received the Society of Experimental Test Pilots Spirit 
of Flight Award. Is it your turn, Peter? 

If owning Sonex is not an attractive proposition, how about trad-
ing in your existing aircraft on a kit for the SubSonex? What a 
thrill to be the only member of Aldinga Aero Club to own & pilot a 
jet-powered aircraft to rocket around the neighbourhood in! That 
looks like you in the cockpit in this photo! 
 

Oshkosh 2018 Round-up. 
This year’s AirVenture, the World’s Greatest Aviation Celebration 
is over. Statistics include 586,568 attendees including 2,700 international 
visitors from 86 countries. There were 5,000 volunteers, 10,000+ aircraft on 
the ground. ATC handled more than 18,000 operations over the seven days. 
On the Friday before the event, 135 Bonanza aircraft flew into Rockford 
(Illinios) and the following morning all 135 assembled on the Rockford run-
way, three abreast, to commence their mass arrival into Oshkosh. Unfortu-
nately, just 10 miles from their destination, the “weather god” struck! Every 
aircraft in the formation scattered to alternative airfields  -  not one ‘made it’ 
to Oshkosh until the next day. For 
the rest of the week the weather 
was “above average” for this time 
of the year although the scheduled 
Tuesday night air show had to be 
moved to Thursday night due to 
storm activity. 
These photos (and those on the  
next page) provide some idea of  
what Oshkosh is. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Enough of Being Serious. 
A B777 widebody jet was ‘lumbering’ along at 800 mph at FL33 when a cocky F17 fighter 
flashed by at Mach 2. Its pilot, using his state-of-the-art radio (part of his state-of-the-art 3D dis-
play & million dollar headset) called the Boeing captain   -  “Hey, Captain, watch this!” He 
promptly threw the F17 into a barrel roll followed by a near vertical climb before finishing off 
with a sonic boom as he broke the sound barrier and levelled off just metres above the sea. 
The Boeing pilot responded  -  “That was truly impressive, but watch this.” The B777 chugged 
along for a further five minutes at a steady 800 mph before the captain came back  -  “What did 
you think of that?” Puzzled, the F17 pilot asked  -  “What was impressive about that?” The  
Boeing captain replied  -  “I stood up, stretched my legs, walked to the back, visited the toilet, 
grabbed a coffee and a cinnamon roll and arranged a date for the next three nights at my  
layover in a five star hotel paid for by my employer”. 
The lesson? It’s the new meaning of SOS  -  slower, older, smarter! 
 

Diary Dates. 
Sunday 9th September  -  Battle of Britain commemorative flying comp. Pilot briefing 0715, 
followed by a complimentary breakfast from 0930.  
Sunday 7th October  -  Cross country comp. Pilot briefing at 1000 hrs, BYO BBQ from 1200 
hrs. Committee meeting 1300 hrs. 
Saturday 13th October  -  AOPA visit. Seminar for pilots. Time TBA. 
Sunday 14th October  -   Aldinga Airfield Open Day from 1000 hrs. 
Sunday 21st October  -  Jamestown Air Show. 
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