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The L’il Devil. 
This aircraft is not what it seems. It is a kit-built jet, a modi-
fication of a BD5, an aircraft which was the brain-child of 
the inarguably talented, always colourful and frequently 
controversial designer, Jim Bede. 
The original BD5 was a sleek, compact and futuristic home
-built kit. It not only looked fast  -  it was  -  and reportedly 
capable of cruising at nearly 200 mph (about 174 knots) on 
just 70 hp. Jim wanted it to go even faster and contemplat-
ed a jet version. He hired none other than Burt Rutan, then 
a little-known engineer, now world renown as the father of numerous amazing aircraft including the 
Vari-Eze, the White Knight, the Voyager and the Virgin Galactica. 
The duo produced the BD5J, powered by a jet engine that weighed just 66 lbs and produced 220 
lbs of thrust. Unfortunately, their marketing skills did not match up to their engineering and design 
skills, and though quite a few kits were produced, few were sold and even fewer actually built. 
Those that were earned their keep on the air show circuit. One of these featured in the Bond  
movie “Octopussy”, flying through a hangar in the opening scenes. 
Enter Lachlan Douglas Jeffries, an ex USAF pilot who, 
during his air force career, undertook a gruelling training 
programme that has an amazing 80% attrition rate, to be-
come a para-rescueman  -  a “PJ”. In his retirement he 
was looking for a challenge and found one. He took the 
BD5J and dramatically modified it to become a jet pow-
ered, single seat aircraft he called the BD-Micro FLS. 
 

Specifications 

 

BD-Micro FLS Length : 14 feet 3 inches. 
   Wing Span : 17 feet. 
   Height : 6 feet.  
   MTOW : 860 lbs.  
   Engine : Prní Brnênska Turbojet. Thrust : 292 lbs  Fuel Burn : 18 gph 

   Cruise : 159 knots.  

   V.Max : 250 knots. 
   Stall : 65 knots. 
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Our Last Meeting. 
For our November meeting comp, Club Captain Owen chose a “Halloween” theme. The three 
participating pilots were invited to pick a flying task from Owen’s “trick or treat” hat. There were 
eight tasks in the hat  -  some easy (treats), some not so easy (tricks). Phil John (Sportstar) drew 
‘Perform a practice forced landing from cross wind at 2000’ AMSL. Terry Cahalan (Jabi) drew 
‘Take a scenic flight to Granite Island and bring back a photo of the island’. Doug Ransome (Jabi) 
drew ‘Fly two low level circuits’. There were no ‘losers’  -  all three performed their allotted tasks 
successfully. 
Tasks which remained unselected in the hat were ‘Fly two limited panel circuits (with safety pilot’, 
‘Demonstrate a go-round from 50’ AGL’, ‘Take a scenic flight to Rapid Bay (bring back photo of 
the bay)’, ‘Fly to Strathalbyn, land and take photo of the wind sock’ and ‘Write AF in the sky 
(record on your iPad or GPS). 
Farmer Builds Full Size A320 Replica. 
When Chinese garlic farmer, Zhu Yue had to admit to 
himself that he would never achieve his livelong dream 
of learning to fly, he did what he considered to be the 
next best thing. The ambitious and apparently prosper-
ous agriculturalist and welder built a full-scale steel 
model of an A320 in his hometown of Kaiyun. “I hit 
midlife and realized I couldn’t buy one, but I could build 
one”, he told AFP. 
It’s not clear what type of aircraft Zhu thought he might 
want to buy but the $374,000 he spent on the enor-
mous model of Airbus’s bread and butter airliner 
should have given him a lot of options. Nevertheless, he forged ahead with the complex project, 
using an 80th scale model and photos to guide him. The result is a somewhat faithful replica that 
weighs more than 130,000 lbs. Zhu plans to use the replica as a restaurant where diners will be 
seated in 36 first class seats. “We will put down a red carpet so every person who comes to eat 
will feel like a head of state,” Zhu said. 
 

Outback Air Race 2018. 
The Outback Air Race 2018, the 10th such race, was 
flown 19th-30th August. Twenty-eight aircraft carrying 90 
pilots/passengers took part, raising more than $500,000 
for the RFDS. 
Departing Archerfield and finishing in Broome, the route 
tracked via Bundaberg, Longreach, Mt. Isa, Adels Grove, 
Daly Waters, Katherine/Tindal and Kununurra. 
It is a GPS-based navigation time trial where pilots are 
scored based on their ability to predict the time taken to 
fly each leg (timed down to fractions of a second) and 
their accuracy flying over visual start and finish 
points on each day. 
Winner this year was a Coffs Harbour-based 
Mooney, second an RV7 and third yet another 
Mooney. 
 

Heard. 
ATC : Alitalia 345. Taxi left via Tango. Check for 
workers along taxiway. 
Alitalia 345 : Roger. Taxi left via Tango. Workers 
checked. All working. 
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Historic Stinson Spotted. 
This 1944 Stinson L5B is set up as an 
aerial ambulance and is operated by 
Vintage Airways. It was visiting West-
ern Aviation for its annual inspection 
and was photographed at Tyabb  
Airport, Victoria. It operated with 25th 
Squadron in PNG. 
 

Red Bull Air Race Season-

Ender November 17-18. 
The Red Bull Air Race will close its 13th season Novem-
ber 17-18 at the Texas Motor Speedway in Fort Worth. 
The venue, one of the largest stadiums in the U.S. can 
accommodate up to 190,000 fans. Favourite, Michael 
Goulian from Massachusetts, is in the lead for the cham-
pionship this year for the first time in his 10 years of  
competition. Getting there has been a team effort, 
Goulian said, “The team has to work together really well. 
You have to have a common goal, and everybody needs 
to know their piece and to do it. It’s not a secret how to 
get there, but it’s freaking hard!” 
Goulian flies a modified Edge 540. The main modification 
to the standard aerobatic aircraft is a longer wing cord, which the team says enables the plane to 
‘hold on’ at a higher G without losing too much energy. Goulian goes into the final race with a 
season score of 70 points. His closest rivals are Martin Sonka from the Czech Republic with 65 
and Australia’s Matt Hall at 63. Pilots can score up to 15 points in each race, so all three are still 
in contention. 
 

(Final scores in next month’s Go-Round) 
 

Ten Years Ago. 
Go-Round November 2009 reported that the very first FA-22 
Raptor had been delivered to the US Airforce. It noted that 
this was the first aircraft to feature a “blackout button”. If  
targeted by an enemy missile, instruments would display the 
timing of the impact. At the last moment, the pilot would 
push the button and the aircraft would automatically fly a 
maximum rate U-turn, pulling 22+ G. Since even very fit  
pilots can’t remain conscious at more than about 15 G, the 
pilot would black out. The aircraft would fly level on the re-
ciprocal course until the pilot regained consciousness. 
 

And On the Subject of Consciousness  .  .  . 
When Carli McConaughy pull on the big control column in the 
middle of the helicopter she was flying in over Honolulu, she 
had no idea what she was doing, but she likely saved her own 
life and those of her fiancé and the unconscious pilot beside 
her. The couple took a sightseeing flight as part of their Hawai-
ian holiday after getting engaged. They told the media that, as 
they skirted the waterfront at 1,000’, the pilot suddenly 

(Continued on page 4) 
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slumped over and the Robinson R-44 dove for the water. Her fiancé yelled from the back seat 
for her to “pull it up” while gesturing to the cyclic control between their seats. Carli, with no flight 
experience, did so. It arrested the descent enough that all survived the impact with relatively 
minor injuries. 
 

Errata. 
Last month’s Go-Round, in its report on the Aldinga Airfield open day, listed club member Ron 
Logan as one of the prime organizing committee. I am advised that Ron Logan, though active 
on the day, was not a committee member  -  the fourth member was Club President David Ellis. 
 

Our HCAP Spot Landing Competition Day. 
The Honourable Company of Air Pilots (HCAP) arrived in numbers for 
their annual visit on Sunday 17th November. Included were a number of 
younger members who featured prominently in the Spot Landing Comp 
results amongst the seven participants flying ABP’s Cessna VH-CEY. 
Each flew two circuits from Rwy 14 in a fairly gusty, mostly south-east 
breeze.. 
Over 30 enjoyed the post-comp BBQ lunch on a beautiful, warmish late 
spring day, cooked to the usual perfection by chef Clive. Thanks to all 
club members who attended on the day to set up and assist with the 
preparation and serving of the meal and the judging of the comp. 
This year’s HCAP UK-based Master was Colin Cox who was accompa-
nied by his wife, Denise. Colin retired from his flying career last February 
as a Cathay Pacific Boeing Check Captain. 

 

 

Diary Dates. 
Saturday 24th November  -  Clare Valley Fly-In with Matt Hall & Oz Runways. Supporting  
Angel Flight. Contact Captain, Owen, for details. 
Sunday 2nd December  -  Christmas lunch. From 12.00. Complimentary for club members 
and guests of club members. 
Wednesday 12th December  -  Committee meeting 1930 hrs. 
Sunday 6th January  -  Bring a friend for a scenic flight over McLaren Vale and the Fleurieu 
Peninsula. BYO BBQ lunch from 1200 hrs. 
Sunday 3rd February  -  Fly or drive to Hutton Vale Farm for lunch. Contact Captain, Owen , 
for details. 
Date to be determined  -  Terry Cahalan is planning a twilight visit to Warrawong Sanctuary, 
Mylor, for a post-Day Light Saving date in 2019. 
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