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The Other “Flying Doctor”. 
The Reverend John Flynn may have established a flying doctor service in 1928 in Cloncurry, Qld, 
which became the RFDS, providing service nation wide, but there was a time when there was 
more than one doctor flying in South Australia. 
The Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem, now know as the St. John 
Ambulance Service, established a Brigade in Whyalla in 1939, initially tasked with training  
residents of this town, then numbering around 8,000, basic first aid procedures. Whyalla was very 
much a “company town”  -  most residents worked for the “Big Australian”, BHP. The company had 
its own ambulance but, nevertheless, welcomed St. John with a donation of £20. It wasn’t until 
1944 that it gave them permission to use their ambulance, allowing any Brigade member with a 
driver’s license to drive it. 
In 1958 St. John obtained their own ambulance, provided by their Adelaide-based State headquar-
ters. By late 1961, the Whyalla Brigade found themselves frequently having to drive patients to  
Adelaide for more specialized treatments. In those days, with slower vehicles and poorer roads, 
the round trip was 10 hours or more, leaving the town without an ambulance service. It took until 
1965 for them to be able to hire a Piper Cherokee to test the idea of flying patients to Adelaide.  
After several weeks, having proved its effectiveness, the Brigade undertook a local fund-raising 
campaign and purchased this plane without the knowledge of the Adelaide headquarters. Shortly 
after, the Brigade was to host a celebration for the opening of their new St. John Ambulance  
Centre and, of course, invited executives from Adelaide to attend. Commercial flights from  
Adelaide were heavily booked for the weekend chosen and some invitees were unable to obtain 
seats, so Whyalla sent their Piper. En route the passengers found out who owned the aircraft!  
Fortunately they were mightily impressed and asked that it be flown to Adelaide the next weekend 
to be named “The Sir Edward Hayward” (Whyalla’s prime proponent of the idea), and to officially 
declare the St. John Air Ambulance Service operational. 
The air ambulance 
proved so popular the  
Brigade had to charter a 
second aircraft. By 1984 
they employed six full-
time pilots and had three 
aircraft, logging over 
2,500 hours and carrying 
1,400 patients annually.  
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In the two decades since its formation. St. John Air  
Ambulance had owned 25 aircraft, graduating from the 
Cherokee to twins  -  Seminole, Chieftain & Navajos. 
 

Christmas Comes But Once a Year. 
 

 

 

And this year it came on 
Sunday 2nd December with 
our Christmas Lunch. Well 
attended with plenty of ham 
and turkey supported by a 
wide range of salads. 
Thanks to all the willing 
helpers in the kitchen assist-
ing with the setting up and 
washing up.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome! 
This month we welcome two new members  -  Joshua Bruce who hales from Mount Compass 
and is undergoing flight training with ABP, and David Bowden  -  very local  -  from Sellicks Beach 
and, I believe, is owner of an Aldinga-hangered C150. 
 

Red Bull Roundup. 
Following the final Red Bull Air Race for 2018 at Fort Worth, 
17-18 November, the winner this year was Czek, Martin 
Sonka, with 80 points, 2nd came Aussie Matt Hall with 75 
points and 3rd was U.S. pilot Michael Goulian. 
Matt commented  -  “In the last race of the last event of the 
year, I was flying against just three other competitors. I was 
first to fly. I knew I had to perform well to beat Martin Sonka. 
Although I flew my best time for the day, Martin flew the 
same time, placing me in 2nd place for the year’s series. 
This is the 3rd time I have come 2nd and I have also come 
3rd. After four times on the podium not to have won as yet is 
pretty frustrating.” 
 

No Wonder Aviation is Booming in the U.S.! 
EAA (Experimental Aircraft Association) will fund up to $10,000 each toward the cost of flight 
training for up to 100 young people, thanks to a $1-million grant from the Ray Foundation. The 
Foundation, based in Naples, Florida, aims to help boost flight training success rate from the  
current 20% to 80%. The scholarship program will be managed by EAA and is expected to  
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continue annually. EAA members will identify former Young Eagles for the Ray Aviation Scholar-
ships program and mentor them through flight training. 
The Ray Foundation also pitched in a half-million dollars last year to fund scholarships at the  
University of North Dakota. The Foundation aims to further the legacy of James C. Ray who died 
last year. He was dedicated to aviation and to supporting education for youth. 
 

10 Years Ago. 
The December issue of Go-Round in 2008 had two articles worthy of re-print  -  a report of the 
club pétanque “Grudge Match” against Adelaide Biplanes  -  and an article provided by Terry  
Cahalan with some interesting history of the early days of Aldinga Aero Club. 
 

Our “grudge match” against a team from Adelaide Biplanes, 22nd November was, by all accounts, a 

great spor�ng spectacular and a social success. President Evan assures me that we won convincingly 

- Gaylene (ABP) espouses a somewhat (dare I say totally) different view. I’m told that our respec�ve 

QC’s are being briefed for the court ba+le which will ensue. Photos below show ABP staff checking 

the rule book, Gaylene demonstra�ng her ac�on and Martyn “performing” under the watchful eye 

of the crowd (including “Snoopy”). Naturally there are no shots of our team in ac�on  -  we must be 

careful to whom we show our highly specialized techniques. 

 

“Dodgy Work” - submi�ed by Terry Cahalan. 

I’ve been looking at some old photos of our “renova�on” work on the club rooms and I thought I 

might give our new members a bit of background to what and how it all happened. Our club house 

was a “skill share” shed which was situated near Ted Goodfellow’s hangar. It was decided it was too 

close to the hangars and had to go. A builder and an engineer advised that the shed could not be 

moved and should be demolished. No one told David Lucas so, early one Sunday morning, he moved 

the shed to about 50 metres south of where it is now. David prepared the slab and, on a wintry 

Monday morning, Pioneer Concrete trucks arrived and pouring commenced - well, almost  

commenced ! The truck got bogged near the taxi way to Rwy 32 and barrowing commenced ! The 

long and tedious job of barrowing was captured by the resident LAME, David Jenkins. It was  

hysterical - concreters abusing the driver and vice versa. Once the slab cured, David Lucas picked up 

the old shed, turned her around and placed her perfectly on the slab. The east facing wall was solid 

and, against engineers advice, the door and windows were installed. Many hours of work ensued 

and the only paid labour was the gyprock flusher. This exercise really bonded us as a club. We used 

to meet in the old green shed and this was our “field of dreams”. While all this work was going on, 

Terry Hassam and I were mee�ng (covertly) with CASA concerning conduc�ng Beach Patrols (which 

experts said could not be done). CASA gave us strict guidelines and their final words to Terry & I 

were “keep your nose clean and you won’t hear from us again”. We did (keep our nose clean) and 

we didn’t (hear from them again) except for a congratulatory email telling us to keep up the good 
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work. We received great pro bono legal advice from a leading avia�on barrister in Sydney - not 

quite pro bono actually - it cost us a dozen bo+les of red ! 

We received sponsorship from Nippy’s and Mix 102.3 and for four years we plied the coast line 

receiving accolades in parliament and in the press. These beach patrols honed our skills and Air 

Services came down to the clubrooms for a social ou�ng with their families and we took them fly-

ing. They were lavish in their praise of the airmanship displayed. On one occasion they were so 

confident of our ability that they cleared an Orion to fly under us at about 200’. So, our clubhouse 

has served us well and we have had some great �mes. These were our halcyon days which I will 

treasure forever. 
(and so will I Terry  -  at least as so far as the Shark Patrol goes!  . . . Ed.) 

 

Shuttle Runway May See Private Spacecraft. 
The massive runway at the Kennedy Space Centre that was the 
primary landing site for the Space Shuttle could again be used 
for privately operated space missions. The FAA has released a 
“Final Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant 
Impact/Record of Decision” on the Shuttle Landing Facility at 
the Cape. The facility encompassed 4,432 acres and the 15,000 
x 300 runway itself is almost 100 acres of that. It is currently 
designated a state licensed, private use airport managed by Space Florida.  
The FAA says that under the plan submitted for environmental assessment, Space Florida 
would build facilities to accommodate launch and recovery operations for spacecraft that take 
off and land like aircraft. “The EA may be used to support the issuance of launch licenses or 
experimental permits to prospective vehicle operators that propose to conduct launches of  
horizontal take-off and horizontal landing launch from the SLF”, the FAA’s notice says. It is not 
clear if Space Florida has prospective customers for such a facility but the FAA notes that each 
one will require a Launch Site Operator License issued by the FAA. 
 

“Ozrunways” Fly-In to Clare. 
Last month’s Diary Dates noted the forthcoming 
“Ozrunways” Fly-In to Clare Valley on 24th November. The 
Clare Valley Aero Club reports a successful and informative 
day was had by all. Despite weather conditions being “less 
than ideal”, 35 aircraft and 130 people attended. Guest of 
honour, Matt Hall, gave attendees a fantastic insight into 
Red Bull Air Racing, his time as a fighter pilot and his 
Warbird flying experiences in the Mustang P51 and in  
Spitfires. 
Club member, Peter “Moth” Eaton provided his Willy’s 
Overland Whippet to transport arriving pilots and to give Matt a Grand Tour of the aerodrome 
facilities. 
 

Diary Dates. (See “new & improved” Club web site for more info 
on coming events.) 
Sunday 6th January  -  from 1000 hours, bring a friend for a scenic flight 
over McLaren Vale and the Fleurieu Peninsula. BYO BBQ lunch & chit 
chat from 1200 hours. 
Sunday 3rd February  -  Fly or drive to Hutton Vale Farm for lunch.  
 

Very best wishes to all for a happy and, above all, safe Festive Season. 
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