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Charity Day for “Heart Kids”. 
The club’s annual Charity Day, on Sunday 7th April was, this year, for “Heart Kids”. And what a 
wonderfully successful day it was, once again due to the great planning by it’s driving force, Vice 
President Evan John and his team of club members volunteering in their respective duties on the 
day. 
Nine  pilots flew a total of 22 scenic flights carrying 35 kids and their parents/carers. A big thank 
you to Owen Crees, Neil Davis, Hani Mouneimne, Bradlee Smith, Graham Phillips, Nick Tebneff, 
Phil John, Terry Cahalan & Patrick Normoyle who donated their aircraft. their time and their safe, 
competent flying skill. Interestingly six of the flights were in Patrick’s Drifter, an aircraft it was 
thought would prove to be just a little too scary for the kids. 
Thanks too to Luci and her assistant Justin for their efficient organisation as Load Masters and to 
Tony and David who safely guided our guests airside for their flights. Adrian provided the PA  
system used to play “Come Fly With Me” as the aircraft taxied out. 
Whilst the flying was in play, Chef de Mission & Quartermaster, with his assistant, was “playing” 
on the BBQ, producing lunch for the total attendance of 70 people  -  no small feat that! The club is  
indebted to our sponsor, Bendigo Bank for it’s generous financial contribution and the provision of 
gazebo shelters. 
Events like this don’t “just happen”  -  they take a great deal of planning and effort. Well done to 
all. The photos below and on the next page were provided by David Pearce and clearly show the 
kid’s (and carers) enjoyment. 
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And this one  -  provided by Evan John, showing President  
David “holding up the fence” awaiting the arrival of our visitors. 
I think we’re all looking forward to Charity Day next year Evan! 
 

Avalon Beckoned Me! 
I last attended the Avalon Airshow (then known as “Airshow 
Downunder”) in 2005 and decided it was time to have another 
look. Unfortunately, I chose the final day, Sunday 3rd March. 
Big mistake that! I arrived by car, inching forward in a 4 km 
long queue to the car park. The temperature was, even at 10 
am approaching 40 degrees, and a gusting northerly wind was stirring up cloud of dust. I have to 
admit that the car park was, at least, very well organised, divided up into colour-coded sectors, 
identified by coloured flags with each row within each sector clearly numbered. When it came 
time to depart, I had no problem locating my car although it was the same colour as every other 
car there  -  brown dust colour! 
Being a Sunday, many, many attendees had brought their kids. Before long we were all  
surrounded by hot, tired, cranky, out-of-control kids, many crowded into the pavilion displays try-
ing to get some relief from the heat via the very over-worked evaporative conditioners therein. I 
have been trying unsuccessfully to obtain an official figure of the total attendance on that day, but 
it was packed!  
But enough of my whinging,  
except to add that I think once  
ever 14 years is just about 
enough! 
Here’s some photos. Some taken 
by me, some from the airshow 
web site and some stolen from the 
newsletter of the Peninsula Aero 
Club at Tyabb. Of particular  
interest to me were the Australian-designed/built drones, one for  
delivering floatation equipment to surfers and the other for defence 
purposes. 
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Whilst in Victoria. 
I paid a visit to Tyabb airfield on the Mornington Peninsula, 
home of the Peninsula Aero Club. My  host was Ian Johnson, 
editor of the club’s  weekly  newsletter. Boy oh boy—what a 
host, what an airfield and what a great club! There I found a 
quite amazing group of resident aircraft. One was a magnificent 
Corsair which had recently experience a “wheels up”. The re-
pairs must have cost its owner, Graham Hosking a motza. Apart 
from damage to the hull, the engine & prop were destroyed. 
There I was, on the very day that the brand new engine was to be test run. Photos below graph-
ically show the result. The first two courtesy of Ian Johnson. 

 

The aero club itself is a two  
storey affair with a fully licensed 
dining room overlooking the air-
field with its single north-south 
runway. With the Corsair’s huge 
rotary roaring the background, I 
noted this little fella waiting for a 
drink at the bowser. 
But my tour was far from over. Ian introduced me to Judy Pay, 
owner of the “Old Aeroplane Company”, a resident of the airfield. 
Judy owns a hangar full of beautifully restored & maintained war 
birds, all but two fully airworthy and regularly flown by Judy.  
And, finally, I viewed a Chinese Oxai Rotax-powered amphibian, 
which has chosen Tyabb as a base to launch sales in Australia. 
See further photos on page 4. 
Obviously I would highly recommend a visit to Tyabb airfield and 
the Peninsula Aero Club to anyone who just happens to be in the 
vicinity. 
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Did I mention that Tyabb is 
home to no less than three 
Stearmans  -  all airworthy? 

 

But Wait There’s Even 
More!  
Tyabb airfield is also home 
to Rotec Aerosport,  
manufacturer of rotary  
engines for home-built aircraft, as well as fuel  
injection conversion kits for existing carburettor 
fuelled engines and liquid cylinder head cooling 
kits for Jabiru engines. See rotecaerosport.com. 
My host was the company’s owner, Paul  
Chernikeef who told me that, originally, the rotary 
engines he had personally designed were totally 
built in Australia. Due to cost pressures, the  
current engines are 40% Australian made  
components 
with the  
remainder  
manufactured 
elsewhere under 
license. Some 
4000 rotary  
engines have 
been sold world-

wide, mostly to 
the U.S. where 
the home-built 
market is huge. 
 

Diary Dates. 
Sunday 5th May  -  “Top Hook Comp” in which our pilots simulate landing on an aircraft  
carrier. Pilot briefing 1000 hrs. BYO BBQ lunch from 1200 hrs. 
Sunday 19th May  -  Private viewing of the 2018 movie “Spitfire” as a fund raiser for Angel 
Flight. Palace Nova Eastend Cinema, 2 pm. Tickets $20. Pre-payment required. 
Sunday 2nd June  -  “Sky Writing Comp”. Pilot briefing 1000 hrs. BYO BBQ lunch from 1200 
hrs. Committee meeting from 1300 hrs. 
Sunday 15th June  -  The Club’s annual Movie Night at the boutique Ingle Theatre, Pasadena. 
Details to follow. 
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