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September  -  a BIG Month for Joshua. 
The youngest member of our club, Joshua Bruce is 
destined to have great memories of September, 2019. 
He applied for an opportunity to be part of a team of 
young people (Year 11 & 12 students) who will build an 
aircraft in just one week and has been accepted.  
Joshua will be in Parkes from Sunday 16th to Sunday 
29th as a member of “Team BushCat 2019”. They will 
be building a Sky Reach BushCat kit plane, a two seat 
light sport aircraft designed in Africa. Powered by a  
Rotax 912ULS engine, the BushCat is available in   
tricycle, tailwheel or amphibian configuration. It is 5.7 meters long, has a 9.6 meter wingspan, 
basic weight of 320 kg and a maximum take-off weight of 560. kg. 
Go-Round has been promised photos of Joshua “at work” and of the finished product for publica-
tion in next month’s issue. 
 

Captain Owen Flies to Sydney for Angel Flight. 
Wednesday 4th September, Captain Owen was in Sydney attending, 
in support of Angel Flight, a hearing by the Senate Standing Commit-
tee on Rural & Regional Affairs & Transport (RRAT). The committee, 
chaired by Nationals senator, Susan McDonald (pictured), was  
questioning ATSB & CASA over matters concerning “community  
service flights” conducted by Angel Flight and other similar organisa-
tions. In particular their questioning centred on the fatal crash of an 
aircraft at Mount Gambier in 2017, shortly after take-off on an Angel 
Flight mission. As a result of that event, CASA has developed specific rules concerning such 
flights and the ATSB final report, recently released, has criticised Angel Flight’s operations. 
Angel Flight was represented by it’s CEO Marjorie Pagani, Owen as an Angel Flight pilot and  
Angel Flight’s Safety Manager, and Ben Morgan from AOPA. CASA had three representatives led 
by their Acting Chief Executive Officer & Director of Aviation Safety. The ATSB had four represent-
atives led by Chief Commissioner, Greg Hood. 
Marjorie’s presentation included the following statement : 
"In relation to the ATSB report, the primary issue we take with that is that it is wrong, it's dishonest, 
it's misleading, it uses inventive and flawed datasets, it targets unfairly a charity and it does noth-
ing to investigate the accident or to give any guidance or recommendations into  how this sort of 
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thing can be prevented in the future.” She also questioned if the ATSB had a pre-determined 
mind-set that Angel Flight contributed to the crash. "At the accident scene in Mount Gambier, the 
lead investigator, with no experience in aviation, stood before national television and said: 'We 
will be investigating Angel Flight.' And that's what happened. That was at a time, senators, when 
the ATSB had not even given Angel Flight the courtesy of a confirmation that this was an Angel 
Flight related accident.” 
Centre Alliance's Senator Rex Patrick opened a wound when he asked Hood how many Angel 
Flight pilots the ATSB had spoken to in gauging the level of pressure they felt during missions, 
which was an outstanding question taken on notice at a previous senate estimates session. 
"Have you talked to a number of Angel Flight pilots—if so, how many?—in respect of pressures 
that might be put on them relating to community service flights? You said: 'We have talked to  
Angel Flight pilots. I'd have to take on notice how many.' "The answer you gave me is one of the 
most unsatisfactory answers that has ever been presented to this committee, in my view. You 
said: 'Over the course of the investigation (AO-2017-169), the ATSB interviewed a number of  
pilots with varying backgrounds. The ATSB can provide a number after completion of its  
investigation.' 

CASA & ATSB have been given two weeks to provide answers to questions taken on notice, with 
the matter, no doubt, to be raised again in senate sessions scheduled for 21-22 October. 
 

Up Close and Too Personal! 
The show went on in Chicago after two Blue 
Angels F-18s touched during a close  
formation manoeuvre during practice. The 
number 3’s canopy made momentary  
contact with the underside of the number 1’s 
outer wing during a “Diamond 360” manoeu-
vre in which four aircraft fly in a circle in 
wingtip-to-canopy formation. 
Neither pilot was injured and the only  
damage was a small scratch on the number 
3’s canopy. 
 

Boeing, Sikorsky Debut New Army Helicopter. 
Sikorsky and Boeing have unveiled their new military utility heli-
copter. According to Boeing, the SB>1 Defiant is designed to fly 
at twice the speed and range of today’s conventional helicop-
ters, as well as offering advanced agility and manoeuvrability. 
The Defiant was developed for the U.S. Army’s Joint Multi-Role 
Technology program where it will be competing with Bell’s  
V-280 Valor tilt-rotor. 
The Defiant design uses technology developed from Sikorsky’s 
X2 Technology Demonstrator which won the Collier Trophy in 
2010. Features include active vibration control, a rigid rotor system, pusher prop, fly-by-wire  
controls and composite fuselage. The helicopter will fall in the 30,000 lbs weight class and have 
room for a four-person crew and a cabin capable of carrying 12 combat-equipped troops. 
 

Celebrating 15 Years. 
This month’s Go-Round marks the start of my 16th year as editor. To celebrate, I’ve taken a look 
at my first issue, September 2004. It included the following article  - 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 



Page 3 

 

 
 

 

(Continued from page 2) 
 

Sunday 19th September was our annual Dawn Patrol and, for once, the weather as dawn broke 
at 5.45 am (yawn) was absolutely perfect. Four crews took part in the patrol exercise   - 
Doug Guy, Steve McGuiness & Bruce Craig in (C172) IES,  John Chambers, Terry Cahalan and 
Sue Chambers in (C172) WYJ, & John & Meagan Wyatt in John’s Tabago CGI and  Mark  
Mackintosh & Craig Rasmussen in (C172) WYJ. 
Our “targets” were, as one would expect, strategically critical. We were to seek and destroy (with 
our cameras) railway stations, water towers, road & rail bridges, windmills, radio and communica-
tion masts, and silos. Mark & Craig won the comp, the Chambers/Cahalan team came second 
and the other two teams tied for third. Thanks to Craig for his usual fine organizing (‘though it 
would be a welcome change, Craig, if you didn’t win everything you organize!) 
The judges (surprise  -  Mark & Craig!) were fortunately not fooled by Doug’s photo of a windmill, 
hastily drawn on a scrap of paper and photographed in the cockpit! Really, Doug  -  is winning 
that important? 

Doug & Bruce slaved over the hot BBQ plate to provide us all with a more than fulsome breakfast 
during which we were joined by Life Member Julie Brougham (now residing in Newcastle) who 
was visiting Adelaide to care for her ill mother. Nice to meet you Julia. Hope you Mum recovers 
fully and look forward to another visit from you when you’re next in Adelaide. 
All in all a very successful and convivial morning for those attending. Pity there weren’t more of 
us; how about you give it a go next year? 

 

And also this article  - 
 

During the Olympics, Channel 7’s commentators and analysts came up with some noteworthy 
comments. Amongst those printable in a family publication like Go-Round, were  - 
• Boxing analysts  :  “Sure, there have been injuries and even some deaths in boxing but 

none of them really serious.” 
• Softball announcer  -  “If history repeats itself, I should think we can expect the same thing 

again”. 
• Basketball analyst  -  “He dribbles a lot and the opposition doesn’t like it. In fact, you can 

see it all over their faces”.   
 

The Latest on Peninsula Aero Club at Tyabb. 
Early in July, at a council meeting, the Hasting Council reported that, when it was unable to  
locate all the permits permitting the businesses located at Tyabb airport, including the Peninsula 
Aero Club, even before they had searched the council archives, they felt “compelled” to engage a 
QC & junior to investigate the matter and, without warning, issue stop work notices to all those 
businesses. They announced that, for the moment, they would not proceed with any penalties. 
In August the aero club lodged an application to council to conduct an air show in 2020. Their last 
show, in 2018 was hugely successful (see crowd photo next page) but this time council applied 
many additional requirements that the club could not meet and abandoned their plans. Fortunate-
ly, the local community rallied so strongly in support of the club that the council has now agreed 
to modify their requirements and the show will go on. 
Meanwhile, the club’s membership has reached 600, a very significant number for an aero club 
located on a small airfield in a semi-rural location. 
Incidentally, they were visited last June by an Aldinga local, Andrew Fotheringham, resident of 
Blackwood, flying his 2012 amateur built Lancair 360, VH-MQH. A slippery little stead with a TAS 
of 211 kits, burning just 26 lph @ FL175  -  the equivalent of 6.65 l/100 km! 
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Amongst its numerous resident flying 
warbirds is their oldest, a 1929 Curtis Robin. 
 

 

 

 

What’s the Story Morning Glory ? 

They are called Morning Glory clouds and, says 
NASA, no-one is quite sure what causes them. This 
shot was taken from a plane near the Gulf of  
Carpentaria. A Morning Glory cloud can roll for 
1000 km at altitudes up to 4,000’. They can achieve 
an airspeed of 35 kts over a surface with little  
discernible wind. 
 

Actor John Travolta to Deliver His Plane 

to Australia in November. 
About 18 months ago, American actor, John Travolta,  
donated the ex-Qantas Boeing 707 he has owned for many 
years to the Historic Aircraft Restoration Society (HARS)  
located at Albion Park airfield near Wollongong. Since then 
the delivery of the plane to its new home has struggled with 
bureaucracy but has recently obtained a special permit to 

allow it to make the trip.  
John was planning to fly the aircraft himself to Australia but 
will be unable to do so now that it has Australian registration, 
and volunteers from HARS will be in the cockpit. 
Many of the HARS volunteers are retired pilots, engineers, 
and mechanics. Some of them have actually flown and worked on Travolta’s plane in the past.  
 

Diary Dates. 
Friday 20th-Sunday 22nd September  -  AirVenture, Parkes NSW. 
Tuesday 8th October  -  Flight Simulator Experience 0900-1230, during and including the  
usual Tuesday Old Farts’ coffee & chat. Why not BYO something for lunch and hang around 
for even more chat about your sim experience? First, book yourself a spot on the sim via  
Captain Owen. 
Wednesday 9th October  -  Committee meeting, 1930 hours. 
Friday 11th-Sunday 13th October  -  Club fly-away to Hiltaba Nature Reserve (where Desert 
and Mallee meet”. Bookings essential. Accommodation & meals $100/head. Contact Captain 
Owen to book your spot. 
Sunday 20th October  -  1919 Air Race commemoration “event”. Volunteers needed. 
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