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Joshua (and his team) Built a Flying Machine! 
Last month, Go-Round revealed that our club’s youngest member, Joshua Bruce, was heading to 
Parkes to become a member of a team of teenagers who, under expert guidance, were to build a 
BushCat kit plane in just one week. The following is Joshua’s report on his experience  - 
 

It took Mum & I two days to drive to Parkes. We started the  
building work on Monday morning with introductions and OH&S 
briefing. We were put into teams. I was to work on and supervise, 
the wings build. The frame, fuselage and wings all went together 
smoothly. By day two we were a day ahead of schedule and the 
skinning complete. I enjoyed supervising, checking over each 
piece as it came together, checking it all against the manual and 
working with the engineering team. The local Rotary Club cooked 
us a BBQ lunch each day and I made some new friends, like Tim, 
a year 12 student from Yogil. 

Friday, we were able to have a look around the trade 
stands as part of the careers expo day, and be  
introduced to a couple of aviation celebrities like Matt 
Hall and Ron Watts. 

Saturday we were evacuated as a sand storm came 
in strong winds. Sunday was clear skies and so great 
to see James, the test pilot, take off and fly a lap 
around the airfield. Success! Our team had exceeded 
expectation and delivered a working BushCat. It’s 
been a great experience  -  I definitely learned a lot. 
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And Joshua (plus Team) Went International. 
Go-Round received an email from the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) in the U.S. which 
contained the following link  - 
https://thesourcenews.com/2019/09/25/student-built-aircraft-takes-flight/  

So now, EAA members all over the world know how smart our Aussie kids are.   � 

Joshua’s “Brush With Fame. 

Josh’s report mentioned meeting Matt Hall. In the final Red Bull Air 

Race of 2019, held in Chiba, Japan last month, Matt came 3rd. This 
placing gave him enough points to become 2019 Champion by just 
one point ahead of Yoshihide Muroya of Japan. 

Tyabb Air Show Is “Go” for Sunday March 8, 2020. 

In response to the noise and negativity from the 

Shire and anti-airport group, the local communi-
ty has banded together to demonstrate that they 
view the airport as an integral part of Tyabb. 
Two locals, Alicia Slater & Paul Mercurio, estab-
lished a “go-fund-me” campaign to raise money 
to produce posters demonstrating their support 
for the airfield and all those that work there. 

Well over 150 posters were distributed through 

the community. Peninsula Aero Club President, Jack Vevers spoke in response stating “we are 
very grateful to the Tyabb and surrounding communities for this initiative and overwhelmed by the 
show of support by some fantastic people”. 

The result? The Shire Council has offered amended conditions which allow the show to proceed. 

More on Tyabb. 

The Tyabb Airfield runs an annual “Big Kids Camp”, providing opportunities for a group of pilots 

to get away for some intensive flying, learning, and socializing. This event involves a fly-away to 
Tocumwal Airport. This year, 14 Tyabb aircraft, 19 pilots and 9 instructors flew 127 hours in the 
nine Flying School aircraft during the five days of the camp. 

These photos show (1) a 16 year old pilot ‘holding’ prior to going solo whilst a 15 year old          

executes a touch & go under instruction and (2) six aircraft “blast off” for formation training. 

What a great program to encourage youthful interest in aviation! 
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Flight Training in the U.S. 

The ATP Flight School operates in 36 locations in the USA. They have 376 aircraft and fly 31,000  

hours per month. Of their total fleet, 162 are C172’s, 20 of which were only delivered in the past 
12 months. They have just placed orders for up to 100 more C172 Skyhawks, seeking progres-
sive delivery to be completed by the end of 2023. 

Welcome to New Member. 

A big welcome to our brand new member, Tim Baron. Tim hales from Willunga, holds a RaAus 

certificate and has joined one of the club’s syndicates  -  sorry, I’ve misplaced my note on which 
one  -  but I’m sure I’ll be quickly reminded. 

Looking forward to meeting up with you at club functions Tim. 

What’s It Like to Fly in a B17? 

You could head over to the U.S. and book a ride in the EAA’s 

fully restored B17, “Aluminium Overcast”. That’s the (very)     
expensive option! The alternative is to check out the internet 
link below. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Y771VqCpreo&feature=youtu.be&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWkdVeFptRXdNR1F4T0RFNCIsInQiOiJES0xCZTBoNkp1R3d4OStYQTN1
Y0RBazQ2SEJaNUtIZmR3cUNpbkZGRndHbXpIYkR3NDNnNzhJWDlHREFmbWpzd2w1SEs4dWp5WVVpaERMRWtWK0tEWjN
VZDlSc2NSUGY1c1N2MERDRklhYmRFRzJMdnFYbWVEdTFEaERUSzFoNCJ9 

 

And On the Subject of Warbirds - 
Last April, “Berlin Express”, a B25 warbird owned by EAA, made 
its first flight in decades after a thorough restoration which took 
nearly four and a half years. This aircraft is best known for its 
role in the 1970 movie, “Catch 22”. The B25 will now join EAA’s 
B17 on tour throughout the USA as part of the organisation’s 
‘living history’ program. 
 

The Women Behind the P38 Lightning. 
During WWII, Lockheed produced 10,037 of the wildest fight-
er design of the time  -  the twin-engine P-38 Lighting. The    
P-38 was unique in the fact that it featured a twin-boom      
design. It would become known as the “Fork-Tailed Devil”. 

The Lightning first flew in January 1939 and would see active 
combat starting in 1942. After Pearl Harbor, the armed forces 
started to take a large percentage of the male population to 
fight the war. This left a largely depleted workforce to produce 
vehicles, weapons and other goods needed for war. For the 
first time in American history, women entered the workforce in large numbers. 

These amazing women would build what would become known as an Arsenal of Democracy. 
They would go down in history collectively as ‘Rosie the Riveter’. They would work around the 
clock producing ships, tanks, guns and, of course, aircraft. Lockheed would hire thousands of 
women to produce its aircraft, including the P-38.  

When an aircraft rolled along the assembly line, the women sometimes left messages inside of 
different components. Some were notes to friends down the line, some were inspection notes, 
while others were notes to boost the spirits of the guys in the field out in the war zones who may 
find them. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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(Continued from page 3) 
 

Once off the production line, the aircraft would then 
have to be test flown and later delivered to the U.S.    
Army Air Forces. Many times this would be done via the 
women pilots of the WASP (Women Airforce Service  
Pilots). Led by famous aviator Jacqueline Cochran, 
these women would fly routes delivering aircraft from 
factories to military bases in another effort to free up 
slots formerly taken up by men.  

These women had to learn how to fly every aircraft in 
the inventory of the U.S. armed forced. During WWII it 
would not be rare to see a young     woman flying high-performance aircraft such as the P-38. 
These women would later help pave the way for the generations of female military aviators 
serving around the globe today. 
 

Airbus Forecasts 39,210 New Aircraft Needed 
by 2038. 
Airbus expects the worldwide passenger and freighter air-
craft fleet to more than double in the next twenty years. 
Their 2019 annual report, titled “Cities, Airports & Aircraft”, 
forecasts a need for 39,210 new aircraft  -  25,000 to sup-
port a projected air traffic growth of 4.3% and 14,210 to   
replace aging models  -  all by 2038. The report also antici-
pates 550,000 new pilots and 640,000 new technicians will 
be needed over the same period. 

The company believes the 4.3% growth reflects the resili-
ent nature of aviation, weathering short-term economic shocks and geopolitical disturbances. 
In reaching its conclusions, the report considered factors including demographic and economic 
growth, tourism trends, oil prices and development of new and existing routes. It segments op-
erations based on aircraft capacity, range and mission type. Under that standard, of the 39,210 
new aircraft, 29,720 will fall into the “Small” category (range 
up to 3,000 NM), 5,370 “Medium range (up to 5,000 NM) 
and 4,120 “Large” range (more than 5,000 NM). 

 

Well Duh! 
Go-Round October 2004 reported that a label on a child’s          
Superman costume stated  -                                                
“Wearing of this garment does not enable you to fly”. 
 

Diary Dates. 
Sunday 20th October  -  1130 hrs-1430 hrs. Commemoration of Centenary of Ross & Keith 
Smith’s flight, London-Australia in the Vickers Vimy. There will be a fly-in to YADG. The club 
will be providing a sausage sizzle & soft drinks to an expected 200 attendees. Club members 
needed to assist with the multiple tasks involved.  
Tuesday 22nd October  -  0900 hrs-1230 hrs. Old Farts morning tea and Simulator Experi-
ence for those who have booked a “spot”. The experience will involve night circuits of YADG. If 
you haven’t booked, check with captain Owen to see if any slots are still available. 
Sunday 3rd November  -  Video Landing comp. Pilot briefing at 1000 hrs. BYO BBQ lunch 
and socializing from 1200 hrs. 
Saturday/Sunday 9-11th November  -  Edinburgh RAAF Air Show. 
Saturday 16th November  -  Our club’s annual visit by the Honorable Company of Air Pilots 
Association (HCAPA). Clubs members will be required for set-up, catering & judging. 

 


