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AAC Hiltaba – Fly Away.   (Thanks to Doug Ransom for providing this report). 

For most people the first questions are what and where is 
Hiltaba? Well, Hiltaba Conservation Reserve is on the 
Eyre Peninsula in the Western Gawler Ranges, about 70 
miles east of Ceduna. The 700 sq km property, named 
after Mt Hiltaba (1,477ft), is owned by the Nature     
Foundation of South Australia and is important for many 
reasons, but especially because it has the most western 
habitat of Yellow Footed Rock Wallabies in Australia.   
 

Aldinga Aero Club had a Fly Away to Hiltaba in October. 
Five aircraft planned to fly but due to unforeseen  
circumstances only three Jabirus flew, tracking via 
Port Pirie to Hiltaba.  
 

After leaving Hunt Field, Aldinga and Callington 
and refueling at Port Pirie, the aviators were  
welcomed by the Hiltaba Rotational Manager, 
Kevin Fahey. Kevin is in this photo. He is not  
saluting us  -  the sun was in his eyes. The main 
thing was he was expecting the group and its was 
nice to have the welcome and on-ground support. 

 

On the free Saturday, the aviators were shown around 
the homestead area, including the workshops, visitor  
accommodation and water supply infrastructure. Later on 
Saturday the group enjoyed a personalised tour of the 
southern parts of the property bordering the Gawler 
Ranges National Park. Another great evening meal was 
enjoyed with the hosts on the homestead  
verandah. 
 

The homestead provided WiFi, satellite phone and internet connection that provided up to date 
weather information. This was useful because thunderstorms were forecast for the Sunday return 
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and the group decided to consider an 
early start on the Sunday morning to get 
in front of the forecast bad weather. This 
turned out to be sensible and enabled a 
comfortable and safe return home. 
 

Phil Pattison was first away, departing to 
the east on the Sunday return journey to 
Adelaide. Everyone was safely back to 
their home aerodromes by about 11am before the weather made the flying unpleasant.    
 

The Nature Foundation of SA welcomes visitors 
and in 2020 a working bee is planned for  
Hiltaba. Another fly away to Hiltaba can probably 
be organised in autumn to coincide with the work-
ing bee. This may make arrangements interesting 
and easy for aviators wishing to visit  
Hiltaba next year.   
 

 

Sausages, Onions and Some Aircraft!  
Sunday 20th October, the club played a critical part in 
the Commemoration of the Centenary of Ross & Keith 
Smith’s epic flight, with crew members Jim Bennet and 
Wally Shiers in a Vickers Vimy to be the first to fly from 
London to Australia. Not only was Aldinga Airfield the 
host to the five aircraft & escorting chopper which were 
to make a commemorative flight encompassing  
significant sights around Adelaide, but the club was 
tasked with providing the sausage sizzle for the crews 
of these fine flying machines and, also, the starving 
hoards which arrived to admire them. 

The flight consisted of a beautifully restored DH84A 
Dragon, two Tiger Moths, two Chipmunks and an  
escorting R22 helicopter. In formation, these aircraft 
took off from Aldinga to fly over Semaphore, the boy-
hood home of the Smiths, Norwood which was the  
Shier’s enlistment address, Centennial Park cemetery 
where the crew are buried and, at just 500 feet AGL, 
over Adelaide Airport, specifically over the building in 
which the original Vickers Vimy is housed. 
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Upon the return of the flight, near chaos reined as the  
hungry hoards descended upon us. Sausages, onions and  
bread spewed from the barbie, propelled by the skillful 
hands of chef Clive, passed to his serving minions and,  
Finally, into the snatch of the milling consumers. Well done 
club crew. 
 

Do You Really Know Terry Cahalan? 

Terry Cahalan, life member of our club, present every 
where, has always been around  -  but do you know the real Terry? 

His dark secret was first revealed by ‘Go-Round’ in October 2009. Since many readers have 
joined the club since then, I think it’s time to lift the veil and once again show him for what he 
surely is  -  one of Australia’s foremost terrorists. From October 2009  - 

 

Well known and popular local terrorist, Terry (the Terrorist)  

Cahalan, aka T.C., aka “Tear-Arse Terry” was farewelled by the 

Club commi ee last Wednesday, fully prepared for his forthcom-

ing mission to the Middle East. Cleverly disguised as an Ambassa-

dor for the Australian Trade Commission, he’ll be taking the Club 

syndicate’s Jabiru J160 as part of his carry-on luggage on his  

E+had Airlines flight to Jordon. Aware of the region’s growing 

shortage of cars and trucks, the local terrorist’s weapon of choice, 

Terry’s mission is to convince them of the fantas+c benefits of  

using this great li le Australian designed & built fighter/bomber. 

Lead by President Evan, the Commi ee aligned their mats with 

the sacred 03/21 Runway and prayed for the success of Terry’s 

mission and for his success with the virgins awai+ng him in the 

herea4er. Tearfully, Terry responded that he had no concerns 

about the la er, asser+ng “they will know what I’m there a4er !” 

God be with you, Terry. 

 

Members may have noted Jerry’s recent absence from club  
activities. The truth is he was recalled to the Middle East for “re-

education”. Apparently the Jabiru J160 has not proved to be as 
useful as it was thought and his “masters” are demanding something with a little more “grunt”. 
 

On the Subject of Ash Scattering. 
One wonders if Orville or Wilbur were ever handed an urn by a grieving relative and asked to 
commit the departed to the winds of eternity but, apparently, modern day pilots do, sometimes ,  
receive such a request. 

The idea has an irresistible appeal. As an alternative to puting dead people in holes, we’ve been 
torching them instead since the dawn of recorded history. The ‘dust-to-dust’ dogma being a  
durable belief, spreading the ashes closes that last few arcseconds of the circle of life. People 
scatter from bridges, from mountain tops, into gardens, forests, oceans lakes  -  and from aircraft. 
Solemnity isn’t a euphemism for disaster, but when dealing with human ashes, it might as well 
be. Just trying to distribute the remains with dignity on the ground or at sea is challenging 
enough, but if you want to make a real (h)ash of it, do it unprepared from an aircraft. Just climb to 
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1500’, open the window on the 172’s pax side and upend the urn. If you understand the princi-
ple of carburation, you’ll immediately realize that more of Uncle Harry would have made it to 
the ground if the urn had simply been dumped inside the plane. The relatives in the plane who 
were blessedly sanguine about this will be memorializing Harry by carrying bits of him around 
in their hair and clothes for a few days. 

Fortunately there is a better way. It requires a vacuum cleaner hose taped to the side of the 
aircraft terminating at least behind the door line. You need a large funnel where the ashes are 
poured into the hose. It’s easy, reliable and clean. Just know that ashes are surprisingly  
abrasive and likely to sandblast (ashblast?) the paint a little. 

You may not be aware that “ash dives” are a frequent thing in skydiving. The method involves 
a Velcro-closed fabric bag. Two skydivers open it with a tug on handles provided. At the  
moment of release, there emerges a perfectly symmetrical ovate puff with a sharp point aimed 
heavenward. Even if you’re not religious, the spiritual implications are unmistakable. 
 

Bentley  -  Not Just Beautiful Cars! 
Born in 1888 as the youngest of nine siblings, Walter  
Owen Bentley  -  who preferred to be called “WO”  -  
founded the company that carries his name in July 1919. 
A hundred years later his name is known across the globe 
for creating cars with an unrivalled blend of performance 
and the finest craftmanship and materials. 

When the First World War broke out, WO put his ambition 
to start a car company on hold and, instead, used his  
secret advantage to help his country. As a captain in the 
Royal Naval Air Service, he used his aluminium pistons to 
create an engine for fighter aircraft that was significantly 
more powerful and reliable than previous versions which 
had been prone to overheating and seizing up in combat. The first Bentley Rotary Engine, the 
BR.1, made the Sopwith Camel the most successful British fighter aircraft of the war. 

He went on to develop the BR.2 and visited active squadrons while supervising its production. 
At one aerodrome, as he recalled, “every gun in Flanders seemed to open up on us” during a 
strafing attack by Manfred von Richtofen, otherwise known as the Red Baron. Thankfully for 
the future of motoring, WO and the officer accompanying him survived by jumping into a canal. 
 

10 Year Ago. 
Sunday 8th November 2009 the club hosted a Fun Flight 
at Goolwa. Go-Round reported that it was “hot, hectic, but 
fun”. We had 21 aircraft ranging from a PC12, an Auster to 
a R-22 chopper carrying a total of 97 Camp Quality and 
Heart Kids and their carers out over the Goolwa Channel 
and  the Murray mouth. All were provided with lunch by the 
local Rotary Club. 
 

Diary Dates. 
Sunday 1st December  -  Get into the “Festive Season” early.  The Club’s Christmas Lunch 
will ‘appear’ (hopefully) at around 12 noon, fully paid for by our very generous Treasurer, Phil. 
All members & guests welcome.  
Wednesday 11th December  -  Committee meeting at the club, 1930 hours. 
Sunday 5th January  -  Bid 2020 a welcome by inviting a friend to join you at the club. There 
may even be some scenic flying going on and the BBQ will be hot. 
Sunday 2nd February  -  A fly or drive in to Hutton Vale Farm for lunch. Details TBA. 
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