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Editorial - The MAX Saga.  (This article reflects the views of the Editor and  may contain factual  
errors and/or incorrect assumptions.) 

Since its introduction in 1967, the B737, in all it’s 
variants, has been hugely successful for Boeing. 
Recent figures indicate that 10,500 have been built 
and Boeing has 4,590 unfilled orders. 
Then came the latest variant, the MAX, which has 
been grounded in the wake of two horrific crashes 
in which, it is generally accepted, the aircraft’s  
computers took control from the pilots and dove 
themselves into the ground at supersonic speed. 
Tough questions are being asked as to how a 
state-of-the-art aircraft from the world’s largest  
aircraft manufacturer could pass through what is supposed to be the most rigorous certification 
process in the world with what appears to be very serious control flaws. 
The irony is that while pilots are certainly involved in the on-going investigation in search of a  
resolution, in many ways their concerns were incidental to the decisions being made. In fact, the 
whole development of the MAX was designed around minimising the influence of the pilot. Rather 
than treat the MAX as the entirely new aircraft that it is, Boeing sold it as “just another 737” that 
any 737 pilot could fly after looking over a few notes in an on-line presentation. It now seems  
certain that the training of pilots to operate the MAX will need more than bedtime reading. 
At the core of Boeing’s marketing campaign for the MAX was the huge cost saving for potential 
purchasers in pilot training and equipment. Pilots could continue to train on 737 NG simulators  
already owned by the airlines, even though cockpits, flight characteristics and systems are  
significantly different. 
Boeing’s worst nightmare is that simulator training will be required for the MAX’s recertification. 
Simulators are complicated machines and building or retrofitting enough of them to train tens of 
thousands of pilots will be enormously expensive and push the return to service of the 600 ground-
ed jets, and the entry to service of hundreds more already built or on order, back months or years. 
Many aircraft accidents are deemed to be caused by pilot error  -  pilots are, after all, human and 
make mistakes. In their effort to reduce these accidents, Boeing (and Airbus and others) are  
installing multiple computers, fed data by multiple sensors, which they use to control multiple  
actuators to move aircraft control surfaces and adjust engine power settings. Unfortunately, all 
these devices are designed, built and programmed by human beings who, like all of us, can and 
do make mistakes. Surely all pilots must be thoroughly trained and re-trained in simulators on the 
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lost art of “hand flying” their aircraft. And all computers on aircraft must be abled to be discon-
nected if they suffer a fault or are reacting to incorrect data being fed to them by a faulty sensor 
or a series of faulty sensors. 
Meanwhile, ever optimistic, even with its MAX production shut down and with hundreds already 
built but undelivered, there are reports that Boeing is actively “pitching” to airlines a series of 30 
minute conference calls trying to convince potential purchasers that the MAX will be a safe air-
craft when it re-enters service. 
 

Our 2020 Opener. 
Following a long tradition, the club’s first meeting for 2020, Sunday 5th January was billed as a 
“buddy” flying day. Unfortunately, the weather was not particularly kind to our light aircraft and 
there were not a lot of “buddies” around. However, president David did manage to snare one and 
took him up for a quick flit in his Jabi and treasurer Phil got airborne in his syndicate’s Sportstar 
to demonstrate his flying skills to fellow club member, Mark. 
A good number of members arrived to make use of the barbie and socialize over lunch. 
 

Additional $11 million for Aerial Firefighting. 
Prime Minister, Scott Morrison announced that aerial firefighting 
will get a further $11 million in federal funding. “In response to 
the request from our national fire chiefs, we’re backing our fire-
fighters and our water bombing fleet with an extra $11 million,” 
the Prime Minister said. “That’s on top of the $15 million we  
already deliver each year for aerial firefighting to tackle what has 
already been a devasting fire season. 
Australia’s National Aerial Firefighting Centre has more than 140 
aircraft at its disposal. These aircraft, contracted on behalf of 
state and territory governments, are supplemented by additional 
state-owned and state-contracted aircraft and other aircraft contracted to meet peak demand. In 
total, more than 500 aircraft provided by over 150 operators, are available for firefighting across 
Australia. 
 

A Naughty, Naughty Girl! 
A 17 year old girl has been arrested for allegedly steal-
ing and crashing a King Air 200 at California’s Yosemite 
International Airport. The teen reportedly gained access 
to the airfield by climbing a fence near an airport mainte-
nance building, but it is not known how she was able to 
get into the aircraft and start one of the engines. 
The aircraft began to more and, with thrust from only 
one engine, pivoted and crashed into a building and a 
fence. Fortunately it never became airborne and there 
was no fire, but it did sustain substantial damage. 
(Warning  -  lock up your daughters and your aircraft!  -  Ed.) 
 

Six Turning—Four Burning. The Convair B36 “Peacemaker”. 
The Convair B36 “Peacemaker” was a strategic bomber built by Convair and operated by the 
United States Air Force from 1949 to 1959. The B36 was the largest mass-produced piston-

engine aircraft ever built. It had the longest wingspan of any combat aircraft ever built at 230 feet 
(70.1 m). The B36 was the first bomber capable of delivering any of the nuclear weapons in the  
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U.S. arsenal from inside its 
four bomb bays without any 
aircraft modifications. With a 
range of 10,000 miles (16,000 
km) and a maximum payload 
of 87,200 lbs (39,600 kg), the 
B36 was capable of interconti-
nental flight without refuelling.  
Entering service in 1948, the 
B36 was the primary nuclear 
weapons delivery vehicle of Strategic Air Command. It was powered by six 28 cylinder Pratt & 
Whitney R-4360 radial engines producing a total of 18,000 hp (13,000 kw). Later models also 
boasted four General Electric J47-19 jet engines producing 22,000 hp (17,000 kw) giving the 
massive total of 40,000 hp (30,000 kw) thrust.  A total of 744 of these massive aircraft were built, 
all but five of which were subsequently scrapped following the arrival of the jet-powered B52 
“Stratofortress” beginning in 1955. 
Should readers be interested in “getting on board” a B36, there are several videos available on 

“You Tube” including https://youtu.be/9kQ2X84PRvY but, depending on your computer 
settings, you may cop some commercials prior to the main programme! 
 

Aerocar To Be Auctioned. 
Although it seems like every second story in aviation  
publications is about some variant of a flying car, there is 
actually only one flying car in the world and it is up for 
auction, with no reserve. The 1954 Taylor Aerocar will go 
on block at Barrett Jackson’s Scottsdale auction sometime 
this month. It is owned by Greg Herrick’s Golden Wings 
Flying Museum and is the only one certified for both the 
road and the air. It was one of six made and has been 
maintained in airworthy and roadworthy condition. 
Herrick has been trying to sell the Aerocar since at least 2012 when he was looking for $1.25  
million. More recently he’s been trying to get $895,000. It has about 16,000 road miles on it and 
more than 700 hours of air time. It is powered by a Lycoming 0-320 that is hooked to a three-

speed front drive transmission for the road and a tail-mounted prop in the air. The wings and em-
pennage are towed behind the tine car body for the trip to the airport. 
 

Ten Years Ago. 
In my early days as Go-Round editor, I admit to having a bit of 
a fetish about “flying cars”. My favourite was the Terrafugia 
which was featured in the January 2010 issue. One of the 
company’s early concept vehicles made its maiden flight in 
March 2009. It could transform between road use and flight by 
folding/unfolding its wings which it could accomplish in just 30 
seconds. It was compact enough to fit in a standard garage 
and was powered, both on-road and when airborne by a single 
petrol engine. 
The company is still “in-business”, still working on a marketable “flying car”. Its latest design  
under development is a four seat model, TF-X. It will use a 300 hp petrol engine and two electric 
motors and will be capable of vertical take-off and landing. It is planned to have a flight range of 
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800 km with a cruising speed of 322 km/h. The picture 
shows the concept in flight mode. For vertical take-off, the 
propellers would tilt into the vertical position. In road-use 
mode, the wings would fold right back so as to ‘trail’ behind 
the vehicle. 
 

U.S. Air Force Welcoming Too-Short and 
Too-Tall Candidates. 
Prospective air force pilots are currently required to 
be between five feet four inches and six foot five 
inches. However, because the air force is short of 
about 2,000 pilots, the height requirement is under 
very serious review. The most rigid measurement 
and weight requirements apply to pilots of aircraft 
with ejection seats, but officials are emphasising in 
recruitment advertising that “there is considerable 
leeway on other platforms”. “Using our existing 
height requirements we are excluding almost half of a possible recruiting pool  -  female pilots! 
We have an  expression in the military  -  there’s a waiver for just about everything”. 
 

“Chicken Strip” To Be Legalized. 
Possibly the USA’s only “clothing optional” airstrip 
is about to be officially recognized by the National 
Parks Service and the Recreational Aviation  
Foundation. The Saline Valley Warm Springs  
Airfield, better known as the Chicken Strip, is locat-
ed adjacent to an abundant natural hot spring in 
Death Valley National Park. While camping there, 
many visitors don’t worry about fashion of any kind 
(or clothing of any kind if it comes to that)  giving a 
new meaning to the word air-strip! 
Like all the other facilities at the springs, the airstrip 
was created by those who frequent the area and 
the National Parks Service is being asked to formalize its use and a deal the users have for the 
RAF to maintain it. For some visitors with injuries or disabilities and who have access to small 
aircraft, the Chicken Strip is the only way they can access the warm springs because the four 
hour drive over rutted roads is too harsh for them. 
 

Diary Dates. 
Sunday 2nd February  -  “Sky Writing” comp. Pilot briefing 1000 hours. BYO BBQ lunch and  
socializing from 1200 hours. Committee meeting from 1300 hours. 
Sunday 1st March  -  Fly or drive to Hutton Vale Farm in the beautiful Barossa for lunch.  
Details TBA. Non pilots may like to liaise with Captain Owen to see if there any spare seats in 
participating aircraft. 
Sunday 8th March  -  Tyabb Air Show, hosted by the Peninsula Aero Club at Tyabb, Vic.  
Information and tickets available at tyabbairshow.com. 
Sunday 5th April  -  The club’s annual Charity Day. A good rollup of members required to  
assist with set-up, catering and welcoming our guests. And, of course, we need aircraft and  
pilots to provide scenic flights for the kids and their carers.  
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