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Editorial  -  The Airbus (“Me Too”) Saga.   (This article reflects the views of the Editor 
and may contain factual errors and/or incorrect assumptions). 
 
In its January issue, Go-Round opened with an editorial titled “The MAX Saga”, in which aspects 
of the 737 MAX’s “intelligent” automated safety systems and Boeing’s marketing were criticized. 
The fact is that Airbus’ aircraft have suffered from the very same “safety features” which can, and 
have, taken control of flight away from the pilot due to faulty data from one or more sensors being 
processed by central control computers. 
In 2015, an Airbus A320, VH-FNP was on a charter 
flight from Perth to Boolgeeda (WA) airport with 139  
fly-in/fly-out miners. Soon after take-off, both the auto 
pilot and the auto thrust systems disconnected. The 
pilots climbed to 20,000’ to trouble shoot the problem, 
then landed safely back in Perth. A problem well  
managed, the crew thought  -  wrongly! The aircraft’s 
systems had automatically responded to false data 
from its sensors. They set off multiple alarms and  
displayed a message “NAV ADR disagree”, indicating 
that information from the pitot tubes and/or the angel-of-attack sensors, located on both sides of 
the aircraft, were giving different readings. In the confusion, the pilots wrongly concluded they had 
a problem with the angle-of-attack sensors. As they were landing in Perth, the stall warning sound-
ed but they ignored it, believing it was wrong information. But the stall warning was real! Blocked 
drain holes in the pitot tubes caused the problem, not the angle-of-attach sensors and the aircraft 
came perilously close to a low level stall on final at Perth. 

Earlier, in 2008, an Airbus A330, VH-QPA, was flying as 
QF72 from Singapore to Perth, captained by Kevin (“Sully”) 
Sullivan (not the Hudson River “Sully” and not related), an ex
-USAF “Top Gun”, the aircraft suffered two incidents when 
computers took control of the aircraft causing out of control, 
high speed dives towards the Indian Ocean. The resultant  
violent pitch-downs produced negative G-forces propelling 
anyone and anything not tethered to and through the cabin 
ceiling. There were no fatalities, but numerous fractures and 

severe abrasions as well as, not surprisingly, severe mental trauma. One cabin crew member, 
working in the rear galley, suffered a compound fracture of the fibula, meniscus tears on both 
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knees, fractured rotator of the right shoulder and compression of vertebrae in his lower spine. 
Brain damage still causes him loss of balance and seizures to this day. 
Captain “Sully” managed to wrestle the aircraft to a successful emergency landing at the RAAF 
base at Learmouth but he never recovered from the trauma of that flight and was ultimately medi-
cally retired with PSTD. His recently published book titled “No Mans Land” is well worth a read. 
Whether flying an Airbus or a Boeing or, for that matter, any aircraft, surely to be able to do their 
jobs, pilots must be trained efficiently and their aircraft must not restrain them from performing 
their function as the last line of defence in the case of failure of automation systems. 
 

February Meeting. 
A tricky little Sky Writing comp was the order of the day for our February meeting. Four pilots  
accepted the challenge to produce the letter “N” in the sky off the coast near Sellicks Beach. The 
1st leg of the letter was to be flown at a heading of 270° and for  60 seconds. The diagonal leg 
was to produce an angle of 30° relative to the 1st leg and the final leg was to produce a 30°
degree relative to the diagonal. It was “tricky” for two main reasons  -  it was flown over the water 
so there were no visible reference points and, secondly, there was a cross wind of 17 kts at 250°. 
Neil Davis in his C182 was declared the winner, with David Ellis in his Jabi runner-up. 
 

Know Your Fellow Member  -  Clive “Chopper” Hopper  -  Club Chef and  
Quartermaster Extraordinaire. 
On the 8th November, 1970, I was being strapped into a 
Rohn Lurcher Glider at the German Hill strip in Taranaki, 
North Island, NZ for an introductory flight. This lasted 14 
minutes and I was hooked! The problem was, the single 
strip was fairly close to Mount Egmont, so the wind was 
not always the best. I only had one and a half days on 
the weekends to learn to fly. By 4th July, 1971, I had the 
tremendous amount of 1 hour 52 minutes! So I said 
goodbye and called into New Plymouth Aero Club 
where, on 11th July, I had my first powered flight in Air 
Tourer 115, ZK-CPA. Great! Book an hour and no waiting for wind conditions. 
After seven hours of circuits and bumps, I did my solo on August 15th, and kept flying CPA until 
a flight in a Cessna C150 on November 14th. I much preferred the Cessna, so continued with 
them and passed my flight test in ZK-CXL (all the two-seaters were “Charlies”  -  CPA, CXL, CZY, 
CXH) on 2nd August, 1972. 
I then did a conversion on a Cessna C177B which I hired for two days in October with a friend 
and covered most of the North Island. Then flew some aero’s in CPA and took her away for two 
days before, on November 7th, I prepared to return to Australia. 
In 1973/4 with Rossair at Parafield, I was back into Cessna150’s and I had a different attitude  -  
this was business with more instrument flying than I ever did in NZ and lots of cross-country 
which I found harder without some friendly mountains here or there as landmarks. Rossair’s 150s 
were Aerobats, so did some solo aero’s but never soloed in the Airtourer 100. 
I got a conversion on PA28’s, but only did one flight solo, to K.I.. I was having money problems 
and had to rent a workshop and buy machinery to do my preferred work in joinery and kitchens 
and built-in furniture. 
In 1993 I ‘discovered’ Aldinga. Now some aircraft and names you’ll recognise  -  Murray  
Champness, Pete Wellum, Cessna 172’s RZC & IES, and a re-introduction to flying in RZC with 
Mr. Long. Then, in July 1994, my 2nd solo in IES. 
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In 2009 I became a customer of Adelaide Biplanes. Now in 
Sportstars, with a variety of instructors, I just didn’t seem to be 
getting anywhere. I flew sometimes 2-3 times per month, every 
month in 2009, but didn’t go solo until I had recorded 19 hours, 
and then only for about an hour. I was loosing confidence and 
made a bad approach into Goolwa. So, after another six hours 
dual, I decided to stop scaring myself and the instructors and 
quit. I had made the same sort of decision years earlier when I 
gave up motorcycling, so I quote “Better a live coward than a 
dead hero”. 
Thanks to all, Chopper. 
 

10 Years Ago. 
In the February 2010 issue, Go-Round report that  
Sydney-based historic aircraft collector, Roy Fox, wanted 
to take two of his aircraft to “Oshkosh”. They were so  
rare that he had to apply for permission from the Minister 
of Arts for permission to leave Australia. Permission was 
granted on his guarantee he would bring the Klemm L25 
D11 and the 1932 Comper Swift (pictured) back to  
Australia. The Comper Swift was the only remaining  
example of three built with Gypsy 160 hp in-line four cyl-
inder engine. It was built to race in the 1932 King’s Cup. 
 

Looking for a “Special” Aircraft? 

The government of Mexico is considering raffling off 
the presidential B787 Business Jet, with  
tickets selling at 500 pesos ($US27) each. The aircraft, 
purchased by the previous government of Enrique 
Pena Nieto for $218 million, has an 80 seat executive 
configuration, including a presidential suite with bed-
room and bathroom. It hasn’t left the ground on state 
business since the new president, Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador took office in December, 2018, vowing 
to never use the Dreamliner and to fly commercial instead. The government is willing to “take a 
bath” on the sale of the plane and has set a minimum price of $130 million. The highest offer so 
far was $125 million. To meet its reserve, the government would have to sell about 4.8 million 
tickets and it’s hoping the lottery would attract six million buyers for a respectable $160 million  
total take. This would, presumably, cover the year of operating costs included in the deal. 
 

Airbus Autonomous Taxi Project. 
Airbus has announced that its Autonomous Taxi project has reached a significant milestone with 
the successful completion of its first fully automatic vision-based take-off. The system being  
tested is designed to use image recognition technology on the aircraft to navigate and detect  
obstacles during an autonomous take-off The test included eight take-offs conducted over a  
period of four and a half hours. A crew of two pilots and three engineers were on board. 
Readers can view a video of the test flight via the following link  - 
 

https://s30121.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Airbus-Attol-45sec-0x240-400k.mp4 
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And While You’re Watching Videos  - 
For a bit of a giggle, and some great Swiss scenery, watch this “spoof” Top Gun video : 
 

https://youtu.be/7OMXnkrL4Hc 

 

Qantas Opens New Flight Training Academy. 
Qantas opened its new Flight Training Academy in  
Toowoomba on 29th January. It has the capacity to train 
up to 250 pilots a year with the goal of building a long-term 
talent pipeline for Qantas, Jetstar & QantasLink.The first 
class of 34 students has started training with an additional 
100 students expected to begin by the end of the year. 
Academy graduates will finish the twelve month training 
course with a CASA commercial pilots license and join the 
Qantas Group’s pilot talent pool. Academy facilities include 
a 1500 square meter hangar, four flight training simulators, 
classrooms and pre-flight briefing and flight scheduling areas. Flight training is completed in  
Diamond DA40 and DA42 aircraft. Qantas is also considering opening a second campus in 
Mackay. 
 

Ashes Over Aldinga. 
The November Go-Round included an article on the subject of scattering ashes from aircraft. 
Club member, Neil Davis has provided details of a “scattering” of ashes over YADG on 13th 
January, not directly from an aircraft, rather from the hands of  skydivers. 
The ashes were those of Colin Parsons who was one of the pioneering parachutist/skydivers in 
SA who made his early jumps near Aldinga in the early 1960’s, just a few km north of old  
Aldinga. Colin was a psychology lecturer at Magill campus who had a passion for adventure 
sports. He taught & mentored Neil to become a parachute instructor in the late 1970’s and, on 
occasions worked as a flight instructor at Aldinga. 
The young guy in the shorts at the door of the drop aircraft is Chris, one of Colin’s sons. This 
act in remembrance of his father was to be his very first (tandem) skydive. 
In his report to Go-Round, Neil notes the assistance and cooperation of Adelaide Biplanes by 
providing the ashes drop with priority on the day. 

 

Diary Dates. 
Sunday 1st March  -  Fly or drive to Hutton Vale Farm in the beautiful Barossa Valley for 
lunch. Bookings essential. If you intend taking part and haven’t booked, do so now! 
Sunday 8th  March  -  Tyabb Air Show, hosted by the Peninsula Aero Club. Information and 
tickets at tyabbairshow.com. 
Sunday 5th April  -  The club’s annual Charity Day. A good rollup of members required to  
assist with set-up, catering and welcoming our guests. And, of course, we need aircraft & pilots 
to provide scenic flights for the kids and their carers. 
 


