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1938 Bugatti Model 100 Racer. 
Say the name Bugatti and race cars should come to mind, fast 
beautiful, and sleek, the Bugatti racers dominated the  
European racing scene during the 1920-30s. But the company 

also had an aviation connection and a unique one at that  -  the 
Bugatti Model 100P racer, the sole example of which is on  
permanent display at the EAA Aviation Museum in Oshkosh. 

Ettore Bugatti was born in Milan in 1881. The family was highly 
artistic, his father was a painter, sculptor and fine furniture  
manufacturer. Ettore, however, was more interested in things mechanical. As a teenager he built a 
powered tricycle and competed in a cross-country race. By age 18 he had built his first racing car. 
During the 1920s Bugatti emigrated from Italy to France and became a loyal French citizen. It was 
here that he designed and built 250 HP straight eight and 450 HP double straight aircraft engines 
for the French government. 

Bugatti’s interest in aircraft increased and, after WWI, he decided to take on the Germans in the 
Deutsche de La Muerthe Cup Race. This was an aircraft race equivalent to the Thompson Trophy 
Race held in the U.S. His original concept was for a single-engine aircraft but it was later changed 
to accommodate two modified Bugatti model 50B engines in an effort to break the world airplane 
speed record. 

Construction of the aircraft took place on the 2nd floor of a furniture factory in Paris. The French 
government was aware of the advanced design and Bugatti received a contract for a light pursuit 
plane designated as the Model 110P based on the Model 100P racer. In 1938-39, while the Model 
100 was under construction, the threat of war increased. The aircraft had to be completed by  
September of 1939 to enter the race. The deadline was not met and the striking and futuristic  
aircraft never took to the air. 

When the Germans neared the French capital in June 1940, it was decided to move the aircraft 
from its Paris location. It was lowered from a 2nd floor window and taken into the French country-
side. There, tucked away in a barn, the never-flown aircraft resided for almost 30 years. 

Ettore Bugatti died, aged 66, in 1947. After his death the aircraft was acquired by a Mr Pazzoli 
who sold it to an unknown buyer who, in turn, sold it to a friend without undertaking any work on it. 
The friend also sold it, this time to an American car aficionado, Ray Jones, in 1970. Jones’ sole 
purpose in the 100P was to acquire the two Bugatti engines still in the aircraft. Having removed 
the engines, he sold the airframe to a Dr Peter Williamson who, with two associates began a 
lengthy restoration, beginning in 1971 and ending in 1979, Now in “display” condition and not air-
worthy, it was donated to the Air Force Museum Foundation. Another 15 years “slipped by” before 
it was donated to the EAA museum in 1996. 
              (Continued on page 2) 
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While the original Bugatti 100P never flew, it remains on  
display in the museum as an extraordinary example of  
unconventional thinking and an inspiration to aircraft design-
ers and builders. 
However, an EAA member, Scotty Wilson, got a team togeth-
er and spent more than 10,000 hours painstakingly creating a 
reproduction of the 100P. This aircraft did fly, taking to the air 
for the first time in August 2015. Tragically, Wilson was killed 
and the aircraft destroyed in a crash on its third flight. 
 

“The Bear’s” Journey Home  -  Part 2. 
In last month’s Go-Round, we left Mike Smith and his SeaBear amphibian in Lyon, France, at the 
end of the first day of his flight re-tracing the flight of the Vickers Vimy in 1919. 

Next day saw “the bear” overflying Pisa & Taranto in Italy plus Crete, before heading to Egypt. 
There Mike overflew the pyramids but, disappointingly, at 8,500’, the lowest altitude permitted by 
ATC. He was, however, permitted to land nearby to view the Sphinx before spending the night in 
Cairo. 

The next day’s stop was to be Haifa in Israel where Mike was to be a guest speaker at a dinner. 
Egypt’s ATC advised that a direct route Cairo-Haifa was not available and the alternative offered 
via Aqaba (for a pitstop) added 200 miles to the flight. Airborne with a planned altitude of 9,500’ 
he was told to climb to 11,000’, then 13,000’ and, finally 23,000’ and track via a new waypoint 
which added another 150 miles to the flight! Fortunately, with the intervention of the captain of 
another flight, he was permitted to descend to 11,000, as high as he was comfortable without  
oxygen. 

The following day, permission was granted for Mike to fly a “scenic” covering most of Israel  
including skimming the surface of the Sea of Galilee at –600’ AMSL and the Dead Sea before 
landing at Masada airfield (for a pitstop), the lowest airfield on Earth at –1,240’ AMSL. The  
recorded TAS at –1,240’, 23°C, 1012 Mb and a density height of –521’ was 295 kts for a ground 
speed of 74 kts! 
(We’ll leave Mike and the Bear to sleep in Haifa before moving on in next month’s Go-Round) 
 

10 Years Ago. 
Go-Round, May 2010, was a veritable treasure chest of aviation news. It opened with details of 
an aircraft billed as “the most exotic piece of machinery” in Germany 
at the time (1940) and having an “unearthly shape”. It was a “flying 
wing” aircraft, constructed almost entirely of wood. It’s design was 
chosen in an attempt to avoid detection by the newly invented and 
deployed British radar warning system. For reasons best known to 
Herman Göring, it was never proceeded with. Subsequent research 
indicated that, if used in the Battle of Britain, it would have reduced 
the time between being “spotted” by the radar from 19 minutes to 8 
minutes, giving the RAF very little time to “scramble” fighters in  
response. 

The club’s April Charity day was also reported. In 2010 we invited Cystic Fibrosis Patients and 
their carers to enjoy a scenic flight and lunch. It turned out that, on the same day, Adelaide  
Biplanes had planned a “Vintage Wings/Wheels/Wine Fly-In which attracted a huge crowd to the 
airfield, filling all available parking spaces with overflows in surrounding roads. 

On a sad note, the May 2010 Go-Round reported the passing of club member “L’ll Bob” Liston. 
Bob was a regular attendee at the Tuesday “Old Farts” morning teas and at our monthly meet-
ings, and his book-keeping skills were greatly appreciated by members of the South Coast Flying              
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Club at Hunt Field where he served as treasurer. Although Bob was physically handicapped, he 
was greatly liked and respected by the club. 

Bob had an interest in aviation in his younger days and enjoyed training in gliders. He really got 
hooked in 1990 when one Ivor Paech invited him to take a ride in his Stearman out of Hunt Field. 
 

Tyabb Air Show March 8th 

The 2020 Tyabb Air Show was a spectacular success for the Peninsula Aero Club despite the 
difficulties they experienced with their local council regarding legal aspects. These resulted in the 
club having just half the usual time to complete all the planning necessary for such a huge event. 

The weather was good, the crowd excellent and the flying displays everything one could ask for 
in an Air Show. Amongst its attractions were not one but two RAAF C-27J “Spartans”. This 
“battlefield airlifter” compliments its bigger sisters, the Hercules and the Globemaster, bridging 
between these and army helicopters such as the Chinook. 

Arguably the most unusual aircraft on show and flying was the home-built Rowe “UFO” flying 
wing. Built in 2015, powered by a Rotax 503 and with a MTOW of 145 kg shown in the first photo 
below followed by a whole lot more   - 
 

 

Questions & Answers. 
Q: What did Mahatma Ghandi & Genghis Khan have in common? 

A: Unusual names. 
 

Q: Name one of the early Roman’s greatest achievements. 
A:  Learning to speak Latin.                                                                                           
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Boeing Recalls 2,500 Workers. 
A week after Boeing indefinitely extended its layoff of 
30,000 employees, it’s recalling about 2,500 of them. The 
workers will head back to plants carrying out defence  
projects and also those maintaining the hundreds of stored 
Boeing 737 MAX aircraft. Critical lab workers and some of 
those working on the P-8 Poseidon patrol aircraft and  
KC-46 tankers will be called back. 

The company is taking measures to minimise the risk of 
COVID-19 transmission by conducting medical checks of 
every employee before each shift and by providing each 
employee with a full set of personal protective equipment. Unions have reviewed the measures 
and told employees they can report for work if they want to. “The company has assured 
SPEEA (Society of Professional Engineering Employees in Aerospace) that personal protective 
equipment will be supplied to employees. It is vital everyone use them and follow the distanc-
ing guidelines,” SPEEA told members in an email message. 
 

Angel Flight American Style. 
“Angel Flight West” has 1,400 registered volunteer  
pilots providing an average of ten missions a day,  
covering the thirteen western states in the U.S. 

In 2019, Angel Flight West flew more than 4,500  
missions, transporting non-emergency patients to city 
medical facilities from their rural locations. 
 

Electric Pipistrels to be Built in Adelaide? 

April’s Go-Round reported on the Darwin-Adelaide  
Commemorative Flight of the Vickers Vimy in 1920 which  
culminated in a fly-in to Aldinga. One of the aircraft on display 
that day was an all-electric Pipistrel aircraft, piloted by Barrie 
Rogers, the managing director of Adelaide-based company 
“Eyre to There Aviation”, the Australian agent for Pipistrel  
Aircraft. 

Barrie has announced his intention to build these electric air-
craft in Adelaide. Initially he plans to import fifteen for demonstration and training purposes be-
fore setting up his own production line. Barrie says “there are more than 250 registered flight 
schools in Australia, using 3,400 training aircraft. Roughly 25% of flight training covers the 
“beginner” phase, flying circuits as well as training flights in close proximity to the home airfield. 
The 60 kw Pipistrel Alpha Electro aircraft is perfectly suited to these tasks and are significantly 
cheaper to operate and significantly quieter than the piston-engine aircraft currently used. 
 

No “Diary Dates” but .  .  . 
With the club in lockdown, there’s no events to put in your diary. But, if you have spare time 
you might be interested watching a couple of aviation videos. 
The Airbus A300-600ST (Super Transporter) known as the “Beluga” is used to transport major 
sections of Airbus aircraft from its suppliers to its assembly plants. The following link will take 
you to a video of a Beluga handling a crosswind landing. (9 min 14 secs). 
 

https://youtu.be/zYWW6SXM8JU 

An 83 year old WWII pilot is shown old 16mm film of his crash landing of Spitfire 944. (14’ 38”) 
 

https://youtu.be/ie3SrjLlcUY 


